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Greetings
from the President

Dear friends, Hyvat Ystavat:

| am honored to have been elected the
new president of Finlandia Foundation
National at the FFN Board of Trustees
meeting in April in Hancock, Michigan.

Finlandia Foundation National has thrived
since its inception in 1953, continuing to
grow, change, and meet challenges as they
have arisen over the years. As many of you
know, FFN came together, along with the
Finnish-American community and friends
of Finland, to literally “Save Finland in
America” when Finlandia University closed
its doors last year. Together, we raised over
$4 million to purchase the Finnish American
Heritage Center and North Wind Books
buildings and preserve the Historical Archive and more.

My predecessor, Anne-Mari Paster, led the effort along with
dedicated FFN team members and Heritage Center staff. Thanks to
them and the full backing of the FFN board, we succeeded in making
this momentous transition happen. The Board of Trustees and staff
were warmly welcomed by the Finnish-American people of Hancock
and together we celebrated this accomplishment and new beginning.
We have demonstrated that together, yhdessd, we can make big things
happen! We hope that all friends of Finnish America will continue to
join us in giving to support this transformative effort.

FFN remains committed to our “Fiercely Finnish” mission to promote
and champion our culture and heritage across the U.S. We continue
to support our Young Leaders Board and their efforts to engage
younger people in our shared mission; collaborate with and grow our
connections to a wider audience of Finns and other Nordics online
in the U.S. and in Finland; award grants and scholarships to promote
Finnish-American projects and studies and help our local chapters to
access our Performer of the Year, Lecturer of the Year and Artist of the
Year programs.

As we begin this next year, we are excited to continue to partner with
Finns and Finnish Americans everywhere to celebrate our common
Finnish heritage. We have much to do!

Paiw Tetri

President
president@finlandiafoundation.org

PRESIDENT
Pdivi Anneli Tetri | St. Louis, MO

VICE PRESIDENT
Paul O. Halme | Solvang, CA

TREASURER
Anne-Mari Paster | Falls Church, VA

SECRETARY
Jacqueline Harjula | Thomaston, ME

TRUSTEES
Annika Anohala | Menlo Park, CA

Ellen Harju | Pasadena, CA

Jon Jurva | Chicago, IL

Elaine Kumpula | Lakeland Shores, MN
Katariina Lehtonen | Lake Oswego, OR
Peter Makila | Lake Worth, FL

Tim Nurvala | Gladwyne, PA

Teuvo Pulkkinen | San Diego, CA
David M. Rowe | Dollar Bay, MI
Kirsi St. Marie | Littleton, CO

Dirk Schulbach | Portland, OR

Tarja Silverman | Greystone, NY

Eeva Syvanen | Helsinki, Finland
Michel Wendell | Austin, TX

To reach a trustee by e-mail, contact:
office@finlandiafoundation.org
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The magazine is produced twice yearly by the
FFN Communications Committee: Tommy
Flanagan, chair, and Annika Ahonala, Lexi
Brewer, Jacqueline Harjula, David Maki, April
Stevens and Lauren Tuiskula.

Additionally, FFN produces a monthly, free
e-news; sigh up to receive it at the FFN website.
Submit chapter news and other items of interest
and photos to: FFN Communications Manager
Kath Usitalo, newsletter editor:
kath@finlandiafoundation.org

PLEASE INFORM US OF A CHANGE
OF NAME OR ADDRESS

CONTACT Finlandia Foundation National, Inc.
FinlandiaFoundation.org

Jessica Ann, Operations Manager
office@finlandiafoundation.org

PHONE: 626.795.2081

OUR MAILING & SHIPPING ADDRESS:
Finlandia Foundation National
254 N. Lake Ave. #852

Pasadena, CA 91101

b

In June of 2022 in Minneapolis,
Finlandia Foundation and the
region’s Finnish-American
community came together to salute
Finnish-born Maestro Osmo Vanska
at pre- and post-concert receptions
as he wrapped up his tenure as
Minnesota Orchestra Music
Director.

Anne-Mari hands the FFN gavel to
President Paivi Tetri at the April 13
celebration in Hancock.

COVER:

Anne-Mari Paster prepares to cut
the ribbon at the Friday, April 12
rededication of the Finnish
American Heritage Center in
Hancock.

Photo by Christine Manninen
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Looking Back, 0 é

and Ahead 'a

By Anne-Mari Paster
Immediate Past President

Reflecting on my four years as
president of Finlandia Foundation
National, | feel a profound sense of
accomplishment and gratitude. It has r
been an incredible journey filled with both
challenges and triumphs, but overall,
| am proud of what we have achieved together.

One of the most rewarding aspects of my presidency has been
witnessing the tangible impact our foundation has had on the
community. Whether it’s through funding scholarships and grants,
creating the Young Leaders Board, hiring the first Executive
Director for the foundation, supporting our chapters with new
programming, or the Saving Finland in America fundraising
campaign, we have made a meaningful difference. Seeing the
smiles on people’s faces during the re-opening of Finnish American
Heritage Center in Hancock, Michigan—my last task as president
of FFN—and hearing their stories of how our efforts have positively
impacted them, reaffirms the importance of our mission and makes
me believe we are on a right track.

Of course, leading a foundation comes with its fair share of
challenges. From navigating through the COVID pandemic to the
Saving Finland in America campaign, there were times when the
road ahead seemed daunting. However, it is during these moments
of adversity that | witnessed the strength and resilience of our
team. Together, we tackled each obstacle head on, finding creative
solutions and staying true to our mission.

As | look back on my term, | am grateful for the opportunity
to have worked alongside such dedicated co-trustees and staff
members who share a passion for making a difference. Their
unwavering commitment and tireless efforts have been the driving
force behind our success.

While my term as president has come to an end, | am confident
that the foundation is well-positioned to continue thriving under
new leadership. As | passed the gavel to Paivi Tetri, | did so with a
sense of optimism and excitement for the future.

In closing, | am immensely proud of what we have accomplished
during my time as president of Finlandia Foundation National.
Together, we have made a lasting impact on our community. | am
honored to have been a part of this journey with all of you.



FFN Welcomes New Trustees

At its annual meeting in
April, the Finlandia Foundation
National board thanked Anne-
Mari Paster for serving four
years as FFN president, as she
passed the gavel to Pdivi Tetri.
The immediate past president
has assumed the duty of FFN
treasurer. Jacqueline Harjula has
stepped into the job of secretary,
which was most recently handled
by Pdivi.

The board recognized
departing trustees Richard
Ahola, Betsey Norgard and
Hanna Wagner for their years of
dedication to the work of FFN
and support of Finnish America.

FFN also welcomed four new
trustees to three-year terms on
the board:

Annika Ahonala is the founder
and CEO of Sand Hill Marketing,
a company focusing on building
bridges between the Nordics and
Silicon Valley. Together with her
team, Annika accelerates growth
of Nordic companies by providing
insights, opening doors and
finding new growth opportunities.

Annika has 20-plus years
of international experience
driving sustainable growth and

Elaine Kumpula

innovation through marketing
and digital transformation
initiatives across the circular
economy, green tech and real
estate sectors. Additionally, she’s
led the marketing integration in
numerous international M&As.

Annika and her family have
lived in Menlo Park, the heartland
of Silicon Valley, since 2019.

Elaine Kumpula devoted
her professional career to the
complex practice of employment-
based immigration law. In
retirement, she is fully enjoying
family time and greatly expanded
hours to be outdoors and travel.

Elaine earned a BS in
Elementary Education from the
University of Minnesota, Twin
Cities campus. She obtained
her JD from the University of
Minnesota Law School.

Elaine grew up in Esko, a
small town with a strong Finnish
legacy in northern Minnesota.
She currently serves as Honorary
Consul of Finland in Minneapolis
and is on the board of the
Finnish-American Chamber of
Commerce — Minnesota.

David M. Rowe is an
accomplished business leader and
multi-disciplinary professional
with an extensive background
in business management,
product development, finance
and market research. As Chief
Executive Officer of the Michigan
Tech Enterprise Corporation
in Houghton, Michigan, David
is responsible for facilitating
the startup of new emerging
technology companies and
the commercialization of their
intellectual property portfolios.

David holds an MBA from
Michigan State University’s
Eli Broad Graduate School of
Management, and undergraduate
degrees in biology and business
administration from Michigan
Technological University. He has
a long and successful record
of utilizing his passion for
networking in the development
of community relationships and
strategic partnerships. David
has volunteered countless hours
in support of Michigan Tech,
and was recently appointed by
Governor Gretchen Whitmer to
serve on the MI-STEM Council.

David resides in Dollar Bay,
Michigan, with his wife, Mary, and
children Sarah and Matthew.

David M. Rowe

Kirsi St. Marie

Kirsi St. Marie is an
engineering professional with
experience in consulting,
research, and as an engineer
in Finland and the U.S. She
is a business analyst for the
environmental technology
industry.

She received her M.Sc. in
Technology and Licentiate of
Science in Technology degrees
from Helsinki University
of Technology (now Aalto
University). Kirsi worked for
Outokumpu Research and at
the University of Utah before
moving into computational
fluid dynamics research and
development and engineering
consulting.

She is the president of
Finlandia Foundation Colorado
and previously was a volunteer
language teacher and treasurer
for the Finnish School of
Denver. She has also extensively
volunteered for local schools,
organizations and university
student guilds.

Kirsi lives in Littleton, Colorado
with her husband Robert and two
daughters, both college students.
She is passionate about sharing
Finnish culture and customs and
in her free time enjoys hiking,
skiing, reading and travel.



Connecting to Contemporary Finland

By Tommy Flanagan
FFN Executive Director

FFN is proud to be “the most important
independent source of support
for Finland in America.”

We have the network
and the history to back it
up---with over 70 years
behind us, connected
through a network of
nearly 60 local Finnish-

American affiliates
across the country.

Over the past year,
FFN has intensified our
commitment to Finnish and

Finnish-American heritage in the
United States by acquiring the Finnish American
Heritage Center. Now, FFN is undergoing a much-
needed strategic planning process that will help
guide us into the future and define goals and
objectives, as well as offer us a chance to reflect on
where we have been in relation to where we wish to
go as an organization.

What does it mean to be the most important
independent source of support for Finland in
America in today’s complex, interconnected world?
Where does FFN fit into that picture?

For us, it means balancing many needs. We honor
the generations of Finnish-Americans in the U.S. and
their contributions to American culture and society.
We provide grants and scholarships to groups
and individuals across the country. We highlight
artists, performers and authors through our annual
programs. And we will continue to do this.

To live up to our commitment of being the most
important independent source of support, we must
also develop and deepen our connections to and
friendships with modern-day, contemporary Finland.

Take a look at the FFN logo. It is right there. Two
hands, clasped together. You’ve probably seen
the FFN tagline before: “Hands across the sea
since 1953.” Connecting to modern Finland has
been a part of our organization’s identity since its
inception.

The world of 2024 is undeniably different than the
world of 1953. It grows ever more complex, and we
face enormous challenges for the future. Despite, or
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even because of, the changing world we live in, the
role FFN plays in connecting Finland and the U.S. is
more important now than ever.

We have clear values—values of education,
celebrating heritage, promoting Finnish and Finnish-
American culture in all its forms in the U.S. When
we seek out partners, both here and in Finland, with
unique goals, yet a shared set of values, we can
achieve much more.

By placing our common connections and our
friendships in the middle, we find that we have an
important role to play in this fast-paced world—
bringing people and ideas together across history
and modern culture.

In February, | had a chance to travel to Finland.
A priority while there was to connect. Here, you
will see some highlights from only a few of these
connections.

SUOMI-AMERIKKA

SAM

YHDISTYSTEN LIITTO

SAM Executive Director Lena Grenat

When we look across the Atlantic, SAM (Suomi-
Amerikka Yhdistysten Liitto/League of Finnish-
American Associations) emerges as a natural

partner—one that fundamentally shares our goals
of bridging the U.S. and Finland. SAM Executive
Director Lena Grenat explains it clearly:

“Organizations dedicated to bridging nations
through cultural understanding play an
instrumental role in promoting mutual respect,
and appreciation. Two such entities, SAM and FFN,
are exemplary in their commitment to nurturing
the relationship between the United States and
Finland. Through increased collaboration, these
organizations amplify their impact, enriching the
lives of individuals on both sides of the Atlantic.

“The benefits of collaboration between SAM and
FFN are manifold. Firstly, our combined resources
enable us to reach a wider audience, thereby
increasing awareness about Finnish culture and
heritage across the U.S. and reciprocally American
culture in Finland.

“By sharing resources, knowledge, and networks,
SAM and FFN can leverage each other’s strengths
to create impactful initiatives that resonate with
diverse audiences.

“As we continue to collaborate and innovate, our
collective impact will undoubtedly leave a lasting
legacy for generations to come.”

FFN is excited about our shared online events over
the next several months.

FULBRIGHT FINLAND
FOUNDATION

Celebrating its 75th anniversary this year,
Fulbright Finland Foundation works in a different
sector to achieve similar outcomes as FFN and SAM.

With decades of experiences and extensive
networks of academic exchange between the U.S.

and Finland, Fulbright Finland Foundation connects.

Terhi Molsé, CEO, puts it eloquently:

“The Fulbright Finland Foundation is the primary
interface for the Finnish and U.S. governments’

Fulbright Finland
Foundation CEO
Terhi Molsa

bilateral work in education, science and culture,
and it operates as the platform for a wide range
of Finnish-U.S. collaborations between scientists,
educators, research institutions, NGOs and
companies.

“There are many areas that we have in common
with FFN, especially in view of the programming in
the U.S. for our Finnish grantees and U.S. alumni,
so that our collaboration is a genuine win-win. FFN
is an excellent partner, and we are thrilled to be
working together.”

Our Fulbright collaboration has already begun, as
FFN gladly commited to co-sponsoring an alumni
event celebrating 75 years of exchange in Mystic,
Connecticut, in May.

A Musical Connection

The arts provide a forum for genuine cultural
exchange and conversation, and have historically
held a special place at FFN. We have greatly valued
our collaboration with the Sibelius Academy in
Helsinki. We especially value those moments that
lead to true cultural exchange.

Together with the Finland’s Swedish Cultural
Foundation/Svenska kulturfonden, FFN is a proud
co-sponsor of a Nordic collaboration between two
highly reputable and impactful institutions, Sibelius
Academy and The Juilliard School; details follow.

Continued next page

7



Tommy Flanagan continued

One thing is clear—the possibilities are endless.
We look forward to continuing our work, connecting,
highlighting, advocating, and promoting Finnish and
Finnish-American culture where we can.

With an eye toward contemporary connections to
Finland, while honoring our heritage and
appealing to newer generations and audiences of
Finns, Finnish-Americans and Friends of Finland, we
look forward to serving as the “most important
independent source of support for Finland in
America” and deepening our connections and
collaborations in the United States and Finland.

sIBEL\S
ACADEMY

3¢ UNIARTS HELSINKI

The following information is courtesy of Nelli
Kuokka, Head of Communications, Sibelius
Academy, Uniarts Helsinki. Find the full article
online at uniarts.fi.

The artistic and educational exchange between
New York’s Juilliard School and Helsinki’s Sibelius
Academy is the
culmination of a
long-held vision
cultivated by Brian
Zeger, Juilliard’s
Artistic Director
of Vocal Arts, and
Markus Lehtinen,
Professor of Opera
at Uniarts Sibelius
Academy.

Brian Zeger, The Juilliard Shool

Markus Lehtinen, Sibelius Academy

“QOur discussions have centered around the idea
of uniting vocalists in smaller, intimate settings,
diverging from the typical large-scale collaborations
involving hundreds of performers and a single
performance,” Markus Lehtinen says. The program
involves two vocalists and a pianist from each
school.

“It’s a select group of individuals from diverse
cultural backgrounds, each technically skilled and
motivated to work with the material with openness
and curiosity. The pianists are working with the
singers from the other institution,” says Brian Zeger.

“The central idea is to open up their worlds,
awakening awareness in each other’s cultures and
educational processes. We're talking about young
people getting new landscapes, new ways of working
with the material. It’s an adventurous approach.”

The group had its initial meeting online in early
April, and students learned the music, languages
and styles of repertoire with coaches from both
sides before meeting in Finland in May. The
workshops and rehearsals were held at Kallio-
Kuninkala, an iconic cultural milieu in Jarvenpas,
also renowned as the site of composer Jean Sibelius’
home.

“We’re facilitating genuine exchanges of ideas
on vocal topics and experimenting with diverse
interpretations, which are all valid,” says Markus.
“None of us knows how the repertoire develops in
our small group. Every person is equally important,
and there is no standard interpretation. It’s really
healthy for everyone.”

Following the May 24 concert in Helsinki, the
group will perform in New York City on September
13. FFN is planning an event in conjunction with that
program.

A NI 5

YLB GROWS,
° CONTRIBUTES TO FFN

By Lauren Tuiskula

|
< With fresh ideas and energy from new members and the
1 = institutional knowledge and experience of the founding
o members, the Young Leaders Board has been hard at work on
- various initiatives and events as we jumpstart our fourth year
as a group.

New YLBers dove in headfirst, assisting in the National
Sauna Week programming in February. Anne Junttila served as
co-moderator for a panel with Artist of the Year Eric Aho, while
Lexi Brewer introduced the moderator for a well-attended panel
on sauna culture.

Meanwhile, Nate Kilponen-Fix and Oliver Gardner utilized their
experience as business students taking North Wind Books as a case study. They have been brainstorming
with FFN and the manager of North Wind Books to optimize operations.

Three YLB members — Oliver Gardner, Anne Junttila and Abi Carlson — represented the group at the
April board meeting hosted in Hancock. This was a wonderful opportunity to gain more knowledge about
Finlandia Foundation and also see the Finnish American Heritage Center firsthand.

“| loved exploring the Finnish American Heritage Center, Finnish American Folk School, North Wind
Books and the rest of the City of Hancock with FFN,” says Anne. “The community connected with Finnish
American heritage and found comfort that the culture will be preserved through Finlandia Foundation. It
was a beautiful moment in history to be a part of.”

At the local level, returning YLB members Anya Peck and Lauren Tuiskula have taken leadership positions
in their respective local chapters (New York and Boston) and are assisting with outreach to younger
generations.

Looking ahead, the YLB is hard at work planning for our third annual in-person event, which will be
hosted in the fal in collaboration with the Embassy of Finland in Washington, D.C. We look forward to
continuing to utilize our various interests and strengths to execute on our mission: building on our past

while bridging to the future.

Lauren Tuiskula is associate managing editor for the GIST,
a female-founded sports media company, and a founding
member of the FFN Young Leaders Board.

Are you interested in getting involved?
Check out the Young Leaders Board page at
FinlandiaFoundation.org.

YLB members (from left) Oliver Gardner, Anne
Junttila and Abi Carlson with Tommy Flanagan
during a coffee break at the FFN board meeting.



A Brief History of Finnposium: It all began with the Greeks. Well, the name was inspired by their
symposium, a time of music, conversation, drinking and dancing open to males only.

Finlandia Foundation’s modern interpretation is a virtual symposium born out of COVID-19 that prevented
the FFN Lecturer of the Year and Performer of the Year from touring. But the pandemic didn’t stop then-
president Anne-Mari Paster; it inspired her.

With the availability of Zoom and ability to create content from wherever anyone was locked down, she
proposed taking the programs virtual. Like a symposium, the content could range from conversations and
concerts to food and beverage. Finnposium, however, would be accessible to all, not just men.

Since its launch, Finnposium has offered a wide variety of programming and has initiated and helped
to strengthen connections between the U.S. and Finland. The content is a mix of live and pre-recorded
programs, has always been free to view and, with minor exception, the recorded programs are available at
the FFN YouTube channel. FFN National Sauna Week sessions are online, as well.

Topics in 2024 include the films of Aki Kaurismaki with Andrew Nestingen, professor of Finnish Studies and
Scandinavian Studies at the University of Washington, Seattle; “Baltic Bowed Lyres” with Alice Margerum
and Clare Zuraw, Director of the Finnish American Folk School; and Finnish log construction expert Frank
Eld on his 2023 exploration of savu saunas, savu tupas and other structures in Finland and Sweden.

Details and registration information are announced at the FFN Facebook page and in our e-news; sign up
at FinlandiaFoundation.org. Most programs are available on YouTube within 10 days after the original event
date.

Pop the corn, grab a beverage and enjoy past programs at: youtube.com/c/FinlandiaFoundationNational

Recent Finnposium programs include (clockwise from left) “The Forest Finns” with experts and minority activists IngMarie
Bohmelin, Jan Myhrvold and Birger Nesholen, moderated by Sarah Kammlah of the Forest Finns in America Facebook group;
Finnish artist Marjo Levlin on her Heading West, Coming Home exhibition at Finlandia Art Gallery in conversation with Curator/
Director Carrie Vander Veen; Phyllis Fredendall of the Finnish American Folk School on “Weaving in Finland Today and Yesterday:
Folk Schools, Taitos and Beyond.”

MNP e ST

Sharing Finnish-
American Talent

The popular cultural touring programs, Performer
of the Year and Lecturer of the Year, have been
mainstays of Finlandia Foundation for decades, with
the recent addition of Artist of the Year to spotlight
Finnish-American talent in any art medium.

Lecturer of the Year Hanna Pylvdinen (right) is
the author of The End of Drum-Time, a 2023 finalist
for the National Book Award for fiction. Chapters
have options for adding a seminar to Hanna'’s
approximately one-hour book talk.

Performer of the Year Miska Kajanus is zig-
zagging the country, sharing My Immigrant Story,
a comedic monologue in which he talks about his
journey from Finland to America. He opened his tour
in Washington, D.C. for the Finlandia Foundation
National Capital Chapter’s annual Kalevala Day
dinner at the Embassy (right).

As part of the “Saving Finland in America”
celebration during the FFN annual board meeting
in April, Miska and Hanna delivered samples of their
full programs. Separately, Hanna also presented a
lecture hosted by North Wind Books that was open
to the public. Both Hanna and Miska will appear at
FinnFest 2024 in Duluth.

The work of Artist of the Year Eric Aho, a painter
of mostly large scale works, is not quite as portable.
The Massachusetts native now lives in Vermont,
and traveled to Boston in November to speak to
that FFN chapter. He talked about the influence his
Finnishness and family have played in his life and
art, accompanied by slides and smaller works.

Eric has also been active with FFN via virtual
Finnposium and National Sauna Week programs.

SEEKING LOY, POY 2025

FFN is searching for Lecturer of the Year and
Performer of the Year for 2025. The terms of the
touring programs begin January 1 and run through
December 31.

Applications are due by September 1, 2024.

Find information and applications at
Finlandafoundation.org.
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Above from left: FFN Young Leaders Board members Lauren

Tuiskula and Oliver Gardner with Artist of the Year Eric Aho at
the FFN Boston Chapter’s event.
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SAUNA WEEK PICKS UP STEAM

Sauna art by school children in
Michigan’s Keweenaw Peninsula was on
display at the Finnish American Heritage
Center.

Finger Lakes Finns in New York had a
public event featuring sauna owners
who are maintaining family sauna
traditions or building their own. The
carving (far right) is from one of the
local saunas.

In one of the six FFN Zoom programs, Finnish folklorist
Dalva Lamminmaki (right) and Frank Eld, Finnish sauna and
log construction expert, talk about sauna culture; he and
Dalva toured saunas on his 2023 research trip to Finland.

A showcase from the Sauna is Life exhibition at Nordia

House in Portland, Oregon.

The third annual
National Sauna Week,
February 18-24, was
busy with virtual and
in-person events
supporting Finlandia
Foundation’s reason for

creating the celebration:

to spread awareness
and appreciation of
something that has

been an essential part of
Finnish life for centuries.

This effort to inform
and inspire love of
true sauna is not new.
The North American
Sauna Society for
years has been sharing
information in a number
of ways to educate the
public about the origins,
importance, benefits
and enjoyment of a
proper sauna, but FFN

is the first organization
to create an annual
event to rally sauna
enthusiasts and the
growing number of
sauna businesses across
the country.

Each day, from Sunday
through Friday, FFN
hosted a live virtual
program on a different
topic related to sauna.
On Saturday, there was
an exclusive screening of
the Finland episode of
the documentary series
Perfect Sweat by Mikkel
Aaland.

In addition, Performer
of the Year Miska
Kajanus, with Mikko
Nuopponen and Jaakko
Manninen, created the
bouncy “Sauna Song”
and music video (right).

Erica Korpi of Banks, Oregon was the
winner of the FFN “Just Add Sauna”

Instagram contest. In cooperation
with FinnStyle, the online store
for Finnish goods, Erica won two
Marimekko robes and a bundle of
sauna accessories.

“My love for sauna started as an
exchange student in Valkeakoski,
Finland in 2008,” she says.

Sauna Stories, Exhibits, Sauna

Tours and More!

JUST ADD SAUNA

The inaugural poster
art contest, judged by
FFN Artist of the Year
Eric Aho and Finlandia
Art Gallery Curator/
Director Carrie Vander
Veen, drew entries from
across the U.S.

FFN offered mini
grants to chapters to
assist in producing
sauna events in their
communities. Mobile
saunas were popular,
accompanied by
refreshments and in
some locations, day-
long celebrations.

Nordia House in
Portland, Oregon built
an exhibit, Sauna is
Life: Sauna Culture in
Finland, which was open
to the public January
10 - April 24, and has
become a traveling
exhibition.

The Finnish Theme
Committee in Hancock,
Michigan produced a
series of events that
included a self-guided
tour of area saunas and
“Sauna Stories” oral
history project.

In 2024, National
Sauna Week received
its first governmental
recognitions, from the
City of San Diego and
Michigan’s House of
Representatives.

Toasty Mobile Sauna
in Idaho again hosted
a series of Sauna Week
events, joined by many
other independent
sauna companies and
retailers that offered
promotions and sales.
Media coverage, from
articles to interviews,
also showed growth.

National Sauna
Week programs are
available at the FFN
YouTube channel. Find
more sauna info at
FinlandiaFoundation.

org.

Finland’s Honorary Consul of San Diego
Kathy Mautino was instrumental in
securing a declaration from the City of
San Diego recognizing National Sauna
Week.

From left, FFN Executive Director Tommy
Flanagan, Kathy Mautino, FFN Trustee
Teuvo Pulkkinen, Okko-Pekka Salmimies,
Finland’s General Consul in Los Angeles
and Timo Loustarinen, President of
House of Finland San Diego.

NATIONAL

SAUNA

s

Debbie Paver of Calumet,
Michigan was the winner
of the inaugural National
Sauna Week poster art
contest.

“l want to celebrate the
sauna’s role as a central
opportunity to rejuvenate,
meditate and connect with
your own mind, body and
spirit,” she says.

The poster is available
to purchase from

North Wind Books at
bookstore.
finlandiafoundation.org.

FEBRUARY 16-22,2025
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FFN BOARD MEETS IN HANCOCK AND CONNECTS WITH COMMUNITY

Finnish American

Heritage Center

A flurry of activities surrounded the Finlandia
Foundation National visit to Hancock, Michigan
April 11-13, as trustees and members of the Young
Leaders Board conducted the full-day annual
business meeting, while getting to know the staff of
the Finnish American Heritage Center and touring
the former Finlandia University properties now
under FFN’s domain.

It was also an opportunity to mingle with
members of the local community and absorb some
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of the history of the Hancock-Houghton area, where
it’s not unusual to see street signs and businesses
bearing Finnish names.

The meeting agenda included reports from each
committee, approving grant and scholarship award
recommendations and election of new trustees and
officers. Most reports appear in this issue of the
newsletter, but the scholarship recipient profiles will
appear in the fall Finnish Line.

Community events, open and free to the public,
kicked off with Thursday’s well-attended “Kahvi

ja Nisu” hour. Friday brought the rededication of
the Heritage Center and the opening reception for
Finnish-American artist Heather Allen Hietala’s
Evolution exhibition at Finlandia Art Gallery. On
Saturday, North Wind Books hosted a lecture and
book signing by FFN Lecturer of the Year Hanna
Pylvainen, author of The End of Drum-Time.

In between, board members and guests toured
the iconic Quincy copper mine, where many early
Finnish immigrants found work. They also visited
the Historical Archive, Finlandia Art Gallery, Finnish
American Folk School, Price of Freedom Museum,

-4

North Wind Books and the office of The Finnish
American Reporter.

Saturday’s celebration of the momentous “Saving
Finland in America” fundraising campaign closed
out the festivities at the Heritage Center. Special
guest speakers included Finland’s Consul General of
New York, Ambassador Jarmo Sareva, and Michigan
State Representative Gregory Markkanen. Kivajat
Dancers, Hanna Pylvdinen and Performer of the Year
Miska Kajanus provided entertainment.
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Quincy mine tour photo by Christine Manninen
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HANCOCK HAPPENINGS

A Wealth of Archival Material

Like so many other seasonal trends, summer brings with it an influx of genealogists
making appointments to visit the FAHC Archive. For novice researchers who might only
know an immigrant ancestor’s name and where they lived when they arrived, one of the
first resources they can consult here are Boxes T-38a and T-38b, which comprise the
Holmio Biographical & Geographical Files.

In doing research for his book, Michiganin Suomalaisten Historia (History of the Finns
in Michigan) in the 1960s, Dr. Armas K.E. Holmio compiled information about important
Finnish-Americans in the state, as well as data on communities where immigrant Finns
tended to live.

Holmio’s files typically include references to other sources relevant to each person
or place and can provide researchers with information on what Finnish churches and
organizations were in the area, what industries existed for employment, what people
did for fun, as well as general history. Some of the files also contain photos, clippings and
other ephemera that help shed light on many locales and the people who lived there.

To ask the archivist a question or to set up a research appointment, please contact
Joanna Chopp by email at joanna.chopp@finlandiafoundation.org or phone
906-487-7347.

MICHIGANIN
SUOMALAISTED
HISTORLA

Firevah Amcican Hetags Cenler

New Website for FAHC

Check out the new Finnish American
Heritage Center website! The new site is
linked to our main Finlandia Foundation
National website. It’s all in one place.

The FAHC site is where you’ll find the
Archive, Folk School, Art Gallery and
North Wind Books information.

Go to: fahc.finlandiafoundation.org

'FINNISH AMERICAN
HERITAGE CENTER

Finnish American Folk School

In January, Clare Zuraw stepped into the role of full-time director of the Finnish
American Folk School. Previous director Phyllis Fredendall remains active teaching at the
FAFS, including a five-day Beginning Weaving Workshop, July 30 through August 3.

This winter, the FAFS celebrated Heikinpaiva in Hancock with workshops including
Inkle Band Weaving, Karjalanpiirakka Making, Finn Horse Quilt Block Sewing, Beginning
Knitting and Beginning Kantele. The Folk School has also been participating in several
outreach events this spring, reaching hundreds of young people in the region.

In April, with support from the American Scandinavian Foundation, the FAFS hosted
artist Heather Hietala for two popular workshops on embroidery and textile techniques
in wire. Many exciting programs are in the works for the rest of 2024 and beyond. If you’re
interested in Folk School events, visit the website fahc.finlandiafoundation.org, follow on
social media and subscribe to the free email newsletter.

Finlandia Art Gallery

Gallery Director/Curator Carrie Vander Veen and Calumet art teacher Susan Rosemurgy
worked together to bring 35 Calumet High School students to the Finnish American
Heritage Center for a field trip on April 15. The students met visiting Finnish-American
artist Heather Hietala, who was in Hancock for the opening of her art exhibit Evolution,
on display at the Finlandia Art Gallery through June 5. The artist shared the stories
behind each of her textile art pieces and explained the techniques she used to create her
work.

Student Mallory McMahon calls Heather an inspiration. “My favorite part of the field
trip was learning about how Heather connects her life with her work,” said student
Preston Hodges.

The students then met Finnish American Folk School Director Clare Zuraw for a lesson
in hand spinning yarn with a drop spindle. They incorporated their handspun yarn into a
weaving project when they returned to school. “It was so cool to learn how to spin my
own wool yarn!” says Maija White.

After a busy morning at the FAHC, the students enjoyed Finnish treats at the Nisu
Café in Hancock. This field trip was supported with grant funds from the Michigan Arts &
Culture Council and Finn Spark, Inc.

Calumet High School students (from left) Mallory McMahon, Jailyn Kesanen and Laci Jarvi spin yarn for
a weaving project. The students learned to weave on a small loom; this example is by Maija White. Artist

Heather Hietala (blue shirt) joins a group in the weaving activity.
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FFN Takes Ownership of Properties

18

In early January 2024, Finlandia Foundation Executive Director
Tommy Flanagan announced confirmation of the purchase of two
buildings that were formerly a part of Finlandia University in Hancock,
Michigan.

FFN is now the owner of the Quincy Street structures that house
the Finnish American Heritage Center and North Wind Books store.
These are the homes of the Historical Archive, Finlandia Art Gallery,
Price of Freedom Museum, Finnish American Folk School and The
Finnish American Reporter.

“With the acquisition of these cultural institutions, we have moved
into the next phase of our overall plan to make them more accessible
to the general public, including the digitization of many of the archival
records and creating touring exhibitions featuring treasures in the
collection. Additionally, we will create an endowment to ensure the
future health of the Heritage Center and entities,” says Tommy.

The purchases were possible thanks to the $3 million “Saving
Finland in America” campaign supported by some 900 donors, who
contributed gifts ranging from three dollars to millions of dollars.

A new sign identifies North Wind Books as part of Finlandia Foundation National.
Can’t make it to the Hancock location? Shop for books and gifts online at
bookstore.finlandiafoundation.org.

A worker removes “Finlandia University” from the Heritage Center in preparation for
installation of new FFN signage.

OSSI RAHKONEN: STRENGTH FROM ADVERSITY

By Lauren Tuiskula

As Finlandia Foundation National embarks on a new chapter
with the opening of the Finnish American Heritage Center and
looks ahead to its upcoming 75th anniversary, it’s important
to consider the breadth of history that the organization and its |
members have experienced.

Former FFN president (2013 to 2020) and longtime trustee
Ossi Rahkonen recently shared his story as a “Finnish war child”
and the impact it had on his future career and successes.

Ossi was born in Finland, but at the age of three years and
eight months, was sent to Nykdping, a small town south of
Stockholm, Sweden. He was one of 70,000 to 80,000 Finnish
war children who were evacuated between 1940 and 1945
amid the fears and uncertainty about Finland’s future during
World War 1.

“It’s hard to describe for people who live today what the
situation was then,” Ossi says of the circumstances that led
families to choose that future for their children. “But it was
very, very grim.”

Ossi Rahkonen in 2017 with then-Ambassador of
Finland to the U.S. Kirsti Kauppi at the Finland 100
After the war, he returned to Turku, where he first attended  Anniversary Gala celebrating Finland’s century of

a Swedish school before eventually switching to a Finnish independence.

school. “Going from Sweden back to Finland, it was fairly dramatic in the sense that Finland was so
impacted by the war.” He notes that he was fortunate to have a smooth transition back into Finnish life, but
many other war children did not have that same experience.

Little did he know at the time, Ossi’s formative years spent in Sweden would lay the groundwork for his
future work. He went on to earn an economics master’s degree from a Swedish-speaking university, leading
to a successful and impactful career as an economist at the World Bank.

Being fluent in Swedish, he became involved with Nordic cooperation in the mid-1960s, which led to his
recruitment by international consulting firms in 1967 and work on infrastructure development projects in
Africa, Latin America and Southeast Asia for funding by the World Bank. Ossi eventually joined the World
Bank in Washington, D.C. in 1972. That’s when he also joined the Finlandia Foundation, kicking off the start
of a long tenure with, and enduring impact on, the organization.

He considers that help from Sweden during the war years as of critical importance for his future and his
career.

Lauren Tuiskula is associate managing editor for the GIST, a female-founded sports media company, and
a founding member of the FFN Young Leaders Board.
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2024 GRANTS

In 2024, Finlandia Foundation National was thrilled to receive 63 grant applications, a 50% increase
over prior years. This is a result of our national group becoming more well-known throughout the country

and Finland.

The requests totaled $293,380. With a budget of $125,000, the grants committee deliberated during
two long Zoom meetings to fairly allocate the funds. Committee members Richard Ahola, chair,
Jacqueline Harjula, Katariina Lehtonen, Paivi Tetri and emerita trustee Anita Smiley were assisted with
valuable input from FFN Executive Director Thomas Flanagan and Operations Manager Jessica Ann.

Grants of $500 to $5,000 were awarded from Maine to Hawaii, in the categories of saunas, comedy,
music, film, TV, art, events, education, dance, history, sports and networking. It is a joy to learn about and
support so many wonderful Finnish and Finnish-American happenings.

The next grant application deadline is January 17, 2025. Find details at FinlandiaFoundation.org.

MUSIC PROJECTS &
PERFORMANCES

Boston Symphony Debut of Dalia Stasevska

This grant supports the Boston Symphony Orchestra
debut of Finnish conductor Dalia Stasevska on
Saturday, August 10 at Tanglewood, the country’s
pre-eminent summer music festival and summer
home of the BSO, located in Stockbridge and Lenox,
Massachusetts. Ms. Stesevska will conduct two

works by Sibelius and a violin concerto by Stravinsky.
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Nixie Out of the Water

This original operetta borrows from the Kalevala
and Finnish folklore and has fun with the connection
between Michigan and Finland. It will be performed
at schools, libraries and cultural centers in
Southwest Michigan, and in cities with strong
Finnish populations. Following the performance,
the dramaturg will lead the audience in a discussion
of mythology, folklore, the Kalevala and Finnish
culture and history.

Sauna - The Song

A consortium of five musicians will record a song
meant to become the sauna anthem not only for
Finnish America, but also for the entire, traditional,
sauna-enjoying North America.

Theme Song Workshop

This workshop for Finnish schools in the U.S., led by
Jenni Helena-Niemi and songwriter Eeppi Ursin, will
result in an original song written by the students.
Each school will get their own, unique song, and the
process will work to nurture their cultural identity in
an inspiring and creative way.

Ida Metsberg’s West Coast Tour

Past FFN Performer of the Year, singer-songwriter
Ida Metsberg, will tour Finnish-American West Coast
communities including San Diego, Los Angeles,

San Francisco, Las Vegas and Seattle, as well as
Hancock, Michigan. She’ll perform original music
concerts at night, and children’s sing-along concerts
(in Finnish and English) during the day.

Finnish-American Christmas Album

Vocalist, pianist and songwriter Eeppi Ursin is
releasing Epic Christmas - Eeppinen Joulu, a Finnish-
American holiday album for Christmas 2024. The
double album features some of the most beloved
songs from both countries, including swinging
sounds and deeply touching nostalgia, plus new
original holiday music from the artist.

Ameriikan Poijat On the Road

The grant will support the Finnish-American Brass
Band Ameriikan Poijat (Boys of America) concert
tour to Finnish communities on the U.S. West Coast
in August 2024. Leaving from Minnesota, they will
visit Astoria, Oregon, Naselle, Washington and
nearby communities.

Juli Wood Quartet at Salolampi

FFN Past Performer of the Year Juli Wood’s jazz
quartet has been invited to play at the fall 2024
session at Salolampi Language Village in Minnesota.
One will be a concert of Finnish folk songs in jazz
styles; the second will feature traditional folk songs
for dancing.

A Sibelius Journey

The Miami Beach-based New World Symphony will
present A Sibelius Journey on April 12 and 13, 2025.
The concert will be led by Dalia Stasevska, chief
conductor of Lahti Symphony Orchestra and artistic
director of the International Sibelius Festival.

) New

~ World

/Y Symphony

The AfroSpace of Sun Ra

Finnish Heritage Society presents Dr. Markku
Salo’s The AfroSpace of Sun Ra at Berkeley Finnish
Hall September 8-9. Dr. Salo, who lives in Kerava,
Finland, will perform and lead this epic poetic
musical experience with a six-piece jazz ensemble,
including the Finnish Hall’s artists in residence,
Heikki Koskinen and Rent Romus, and others from
the San Francisco Bay Area music community. The
program explores the connection between the
revolutionary ideas of African American intellectual
music and writings of Afro-futurist Sun Ra, and Dr.
Salo’s decades of therapeutic research on how
music and poetics can be used for mental wellness
in the Finnish prison system.

A Finnish-American Remigration Story

Juilliard School trained mezzo-soprano Betany
Coffland and Alan Johnson, professor and pianist at
the Frost School of Music at the University of Miami,
present a concert tour to Miami, New York and
Minnesota. The musicians, both of American-Finnish
ancestry, will perform classical music representing
composers from Finland, the U.S. and others with
Nordic connections.
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COMEDY

Ismo Leikola Tour

This grant will support the stand-up comedy
performance by Ismo for the Finnish-American
community of Hawaii, with opening act Miska
Kajanus.

RESEARCH & EDUCATION

The Intersection of Finnish Culture,

Education and Women Leaders

This study will examine the Finnish cultural and
educational contexts enabling women leaders

to develop, thrive and contribute in impressive
ways throughout all spheres of society. In depth
interviews with women from government, business,
education and the social sector will provide the lens
for understanding the determining factors. These
insights will be used as a springboard for further
dialogue between emerging leaders and women in
leadership in Finland and the United States.
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Finnish and Scandinavian Utopists in Americas
Teuvo Peltoniemi continues work on his book,

website and exhibits about Finnish and Scandinavian

utopian communities. In the second year of the
three-year project, he will collect data from
West Coast and Midwest archives and Nordic

organizations, and at locations of those settlements.

Sisu Public Charter School

Sisu Environmental School will use an instructional
approach based on and inspired by the highly
successful Finnish education system. We call this
the “Finnesota Approach,” as it is based on the
Finnish model but is tailored to the local needs
and requirements of the State of Minnesota so that
our school’s children can reap the benefits of this
exemplary model here in their home state. Sisu
Environmental School will provide a “Finnish-style
education for Minnesota kids.”

Finnish Language Education in the U.S.
Salolampi, the Concordia Finnish Language Village
(below), will develop three series of lessons to teach
Finnish language and culture using the Content-
Based Instruction method, in which students learn
language while developing a skill. The curriculum
units include theater/filmmaking, handicrafts and
soccer/field hockey, all taught in Finnish. These
open-access resources will be offered free to all
interested educators.

cWOMI=KOU Suomi-koulu Family Camp 2024

The Finnish schools of San Diego and Los Angeles
are organizing a weekend-long educational Suomi
koulu family camp for Southern Californian Finnish-
school families, Finnish-American families and
community members in the area. The Camp will

be held August 9-11 at Hauli Huvila and consist

of planned educational programs for children

over three years old. A modest fee will cover the
educational program, meals and stay for the whole
family.

BOOKS

Laird Township Centennial Book

The grant will assist redesign and publication of

the out-of-print book, Laird Township Centennial

1887-1987, to save the family histories of 188

early settlers from a small Finnish community

in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. With more than

250 photos, the

[ aird extensive area

pay S history is the
l“ v hh!p quintessential story
Centennial

of immigration
-7 [88?.[93? and homesteading

at the end of the
19th century, by

first and second-
hand accounts

of the families. It
is a cultural and

S | historical gem to

.+l be shared with 21st

- :/ ;/,r' | ‘T century audiences.

Salolampi Adventures

This book features stories from daily activities and
customs at Salolampi Language Village through
the viewpoint of forest animals, birds and critters
big and small. The book has Finnish names of the
animals along with adjectives in Finnish describing
them. A glossary is provided.

The Spyglass: A Childhood in Finland and Sweden
Carol Makela shares her father’s story, which takes
place before, during and after the Winter War and
Continuation War, during which he was sent to live
as a foster child in Sweden. It culminates in his
journey to the U.S. with his single mother. Carol
plans a book tour of FFN chapters to present the
tale through public and educational events.

Saunas of the Keweenaw

Through highlighting varying aspects of modern
sauna culture, our goal is to bring to life the book
Saunas of the Keweenaw. Picture a book full of
beautifully photographed saunas from a region in
the “sauna belt” in unison with a collection of high-
quality sauna stories.

HERITAGE & CULTURE

Finnish Room at the University of Pittsburgh
These funds support construction of a Finnish
heritage room at the renowned Nationality Rooms
at the University of Pittsburgh. The fundraising and
planning for construction of a Finnish Room has
been a project in the works since 2003.

Kivajat Finnish Dance Costumes

The Kivajat Finnish Dancers, sponsored by the
Finnish American Heritage Center in Hancock,
Michigan, are celebrating 20 years. The ensemble
started as a small group of upper elementary
children preparing to perform at FinnFest 2005 in
Marquette. It has grown to include kindergarteners
through teens
who delight and
educate audiences
at performances
at nursing

homes, multi-
ethnic festivals
and community
events in the area.
This grant will
help to refresh
and expand

the costume
collection

and create a
contemporary
costume for the
teens.
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SPORTS

Nordic Combined Journey

Niklas Malacinski (right) is working to become one of
the top athletes in Nordic combined. This grant will
help to support his rigorous training, international
competition participation and ongoing quest for
personal and professional growth as he advances his
skills, competes at the highest level and contributes
to the broader narrative of Nordic combined on the
international stage.

Nordic Combined Athlete

Skier Annika Malacinski is a proud dual citizen of
Finland and the U.S. and a member of the Women’s
Nordic Combined Team on Team USA. As an athlete,
she relies on individual sponsorships to pursue

her passion and elevate her athletic career while
contributing to the success of women in Nordic
combined, promoting gender equality in sports.

FILM & VIDEO

Sauna Stories

2nd Sandbar Productions, located in Michigan’s
Keweenaw Peninsula, will create a pilot for a
documentary film series centered around the
sauna. The series focuses on the culture, history,
and personal stories of the Finnish-American sauna
experience in the Keweenaw.

Finn Hall Culture

Researching and Celebrating the Finn Hall Culture:
Cape Ann’s Heritage in Music, Theater, and Dance is
a documentary film about Cape Ann, Massachusetts
and its heritage of performances at Finn Halls in

the 1920s and 1930s. Stories will tell of how cultural
activities reflected the many challenges of Finnish
immigrant working class life, but also created strong
social ties and leadership in community activities
and unions.
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Hauliwood Vampires Promo Video

California based Finnish campsite Hauli Huvila’s
house band is on the move, hoping to perform
across Nordic festivals in the U.S. This grant will
assist in creating a video and music for promotional
purposes. The band includes two FFN Performers of
the Year.

Sauna TV Show Trailer
This grant will fund a trailer for a TV show about
Finnish sauna culture for the American audience.

One of Them

Set in the real historical events of the 1880s, One

of Them is a story about loyalty and identity that
depicts the coexistence of two northern peoples,
Ojibwa Indians and Finns, in the poorest lands of the
Great Lakes. A young Finnish immigrant, struggling
to earn his place in the New World, ends up in

the middle of hostilities between the settlers and
Ojibwa. He finally must choose his side, which results
in severe consequences.

Finnish Winter War Story

This grant will assist in the development of a TV
series about the Finnish Army’s resistance to the
Russian invasion during the Winter War of 1939
(left).

Fluit

Beata Harju is producing the documentary feature
Fluit in the U.S., looking at early globalization and
the Finnish involvement of early settlement efforts
under Swedish rule through the lens of a Fluit
shipwreck (right).

Film Shoot

Filmmaker Miska Kajanus will apply this grant to
filming of his original feature comedy Reunion,

a story about Finnish-American connection and
becoming an adult and letting go of your childhood.

EVENTS

Finnish American Folk Festival

The Finnish American Folk Festival of Naselle,
Washington, is planning a series of events to take
place from June through September. It will feature
the FFN Performer of the Year, group performances,
a Midsummer celebration and a mini Finn Fest

with a family dance, lectures, performances and a
vendors’ market.

70th Anniversary Celebration

The Finlandia Foundation Florida Chapter will
celebrate its 70th anniversary at a gala on Saturday,
November 16 in Lake Worth. Proceeds will support
the higher education of the Finnish-American youth
in Florida, as well as Salolampi Finnish language
and culture courses. The night is themed around the
famous song Fly Me to the Moon, created in 1954,
the year FFFC was founded. The gala will feature a
festive dinner with music provided by Eeppi Ursin
and a local jazz band.

Independence Day Celebration

The Detroit area Finnish Center Association seeks to
enhance the cultural offerings and significance of its
Finnish Independence Day gala, which will be hosted
at the center on December 7. This formal evening
includes a multi-course dinner of Finnish appetizers
and specialties, live chamber music and keynote
speaker. The event attracts close to 100 guests,
including FCA members and visitors of all ethnicities
who are interested in Finland’s proud history and
cultural influences.

Nordic Networking Event

This will bring together university, college and
vocational school students and young professionals
from Finnish, Nordic and Minnesota businesses

for a presentation on how these companies are
moving forward in clean energy, sustainability,
and/or digitalization. They will also talk about
opportunities for interns or young professionals in
their organizations.

Midnight Sun Festival 2025

Midnight Sun Festival is a non-profit organization
dedicated to keeping Finnish heritage alive in South
Florida. The annual event in March features Finnish
performers; grant funds will be used to provide
proper audio equipment for them.

Finnish-American Program

Actor and musician Mikko Nuopponen and The
Finnish-American Actors Collective will produce an
evening of music and short scenes from Nordic plays
and American films, in both Finnish and English,

at Suomi-Kerho club in Los Angeles. The actor will
also attend a professional workshop at The New
American Theater.
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Nordic Utopia? African Americans in
the 20th Century

This exhibition at the National Nordic
Museum in Seattle March 23 - July 21,
2024, illuminates the untold story of
African American visual and performing
artists who sought new possibilities,
inspiration and environments in the
Nordic countries as an alternative to Paris. Multi-
media artist Howard Smith (1928-2021) lived in
Finland and created for Arabia (example in display
case above). Nordic Utopia? will travel to the
Chazen Museum of Art in Madison, Wisconsin and

Scandinavia House in New York City. Photo courtesy of
National Nordic Museum

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church Festival

This four-day celebration of music and art, Finnish
culture and fellowship in Lake Worth, Florida spans
a broad representation of musical genres. There will
be a church concert, an intimate chamber music
house concert, popular music night and others, plus
an art show and youth-oriented activities.

ARCHIVAL PROJECTS

Memories of the Midcoast Maine

Finnish Community

This project entails converting 14 years of summer
projects currently on 125 foam display boards and
in scrapbooks to a digital format (i.e. flash drives/
thumb drives).

Tom of Finland

Tom of Finland Foundation Archival Project will
continue cataloging and digitizing Tom of Finland’s
3,500 works so ToFF can bring its collection online
to be accessed by the public globally. This will bring
worldwide recognition to not only ToFF and Tom of
Finland’s art, but to Finnish culture.

ART

Woven Culture

Finnish textile artist Satu Nisu (right), in
collaboration with the New York Finnish School, will
create a community art piece celebrating Finnish
strength, emphasizing craftsmanship and creativity
through participatory art-making. Participants

will gain hands-on experience in the textile
manufacturing process, contributing their cultural
imprint to reflect the richness and diversity of the
Finnish community.
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Nordic Artists of New York

This group seeks to strengthen
community and create change

by building bridges between
Scandinavian and Estonian artists, art
foundations and cultural programs

in New York, and showcasing Nordic
values through partnership with local
environmental initiatives. Funds support practical
expenses as well as showcases and networking
events.

Anxiety Lean-to

Sari Nordman’s Anxiety is a communal fiber-arts
project with an environmental theme, advocating
for the reduction of single-use plastics and
promoting repurposing and recycling practices
while advancing traditional Finnish fiber arts within
contemporary art.
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CALIFORNIA

House of Finland San Diego hosted December
Nights, its Christmas tradition at Balboa Park.

In January, the cottage was a polling place for
Finland’s presidential election, and voters enjoyed
traditional baked goods and coffee.

CONNECTICUT

“My house smells like heaven,” says one pulla

baker who took home the lessons from the Culinary
Delights demonstration on how to make the
cardamom bread. The Finnish American Heritage
Society of Canterbury’s calendar also included

a pancake (plus pannukakku) breakfast in March,
when the museum was open to visitors. Anita Smiley
and Patti Folsom made a presentation about Finnish
heritage, FAHS and the Finnish Hall and museum at
the Learning in Retirement program at Quinebaug
Valley Community College in Danielson.

DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA

Finlandia Foundation National Capital Chapter
has enjoyed some laughs lately, as a group got
together for food and beverages before selfie-taking
comedian Ismo’s February show. FFN Performer of
the Year Miska Kajanus entertained with his comedic
monologue at the FFNCC Annual Dinner and
Kalevala Celebration at the Embassy building.

FLORIDA

FFN Executive Director Tommy Flanagan attended
the Midnight Sun Festival in Lake Worth, where

he connected with members of the Finlandia
Foundation Florida Chapter. In the photo (from
left) are Anja Laurila, Tommy, Armi Sturges and Reija
Kilpinen. FFN was a Silver Sponsor of the annual
March celebration, which features Finnish foods,
bands, vendors, a car show and fun events like the
wife carrying contest.
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ILLINOIS

Santa made a special visit to Chicago for the Finnish
American Society of the Midwest Christmas party,
and Eeppi Ursin had everyone in the holiday spirit
with her lively tunes. In March, members wore
purple and green for a fun St. Urho’s Pea Soup
Lunch. FASM also hosted the webinar “Sami People:
An Indigenous People in the Here and Now” by
Thomas DuBois, a past FFN Lecturer of the Year.

MASSACHUSETTS

Cape Ann Finns organized a January outing to a
local theater for the group’s shared experience of
watching the lauded Finnish film Fallen Leaves by
Aki Kaurismaki.

Members of Finlandia Foundation Boston spent

a wonderful February evening at the Boston
Symphony Orchestra enjoying a “Music of the
Midnight Sun” concert; they were able to meet

with conductor John Storgards, composer Outi
Tarkianen and violin virtuoso Pekka Kuusisto. Recent
thought-provoking programs include sessions on
international climate negotiations and how the
Vaisala company works to improve the climate with
its measurement systems and products.

The Finnish American Society of Cape Cod

continued its series of live, online presentations in
a chat with Finnish-American actor David Chokachi '
(think Baywatch) and the March 16—St. Urho’s _

Day—program about the history of the legend who e B
chased the grasshoppers out of Finland to save the THE END
country’s grape crops. OF

The Finnish Center at Saima Park is offering

10-week Finnish language classes at beginner and D RU M_
advanced levels. Recent programs include member B
Marci Haneisen leading a discussion of The End 1T I ALK

of Drum-Time by FFN Lecturer of the Year Hanna -4
Pylvainen, and birch bark weaving classes with
Elaine Moe. Elaine is an FFN grant recipient who
traveled to Finland to learn and perfect the art to
keep the craft alive.

MICHIGAN

The Finnish Center Association in metro Detroit
rounded up volunteers to celebrate Earth Day by
helping with the local Adopt-a-Road litter pick-
up—24 bags of trash collected in a 2.5 mile stretch,
reports FCA Co-President Christine Manninen.
Bonus: road sign publicity for the organization
noting its involvement.

HANNAEYLVAINEN

In late January, Executive Director Tommy Flanagan
represented Finlandia Foundation at Heikinpaiva,
the annual wintertime festival hosted by Finnish
Theme Committee of Hancock/Finlandia
Foundation Copper Country. The month-long
series of indoor and outdoor events included
learning traditional crafts, cooking, dancing and
kantele, plus a polar plunge, film screenings, tori
and Spiral Bear Dance. FFN was honored for its
work throughout the last year, and Tommy proudly
donned the robe and crown of “Hankookin Heikki”
in the all-in-good-fun grand parade.

MINNESOTA

Red River Finns hosted a booth at Pangea,
a multicultural festival in November at the
Hjemkomst Center in Moorhead.

MONTANA

In Roberts at Finnish Family of Kaleva /Red Lodge,
members turned out in force to tackle the spring
clean-up chores. There was a job for everyone,

from heavy-duty tree debris removal and raking the
Finnish Kaleva Park grounds to tidying the Lodge
and making sure the hardworking crew of volunteers
was fed.

NORTH CAROLINA

FFN welcomed the Triangle Finnish Association as
its newest affiliate, the first from North Carolina.
Located in the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill area,
TFA is an active social/cultural club of about 100
Finns, Finnish-Americans and friends of Finland.
Activities include a Finnish Independence Day party;
Late Laskiainen Pea Soup Party (yes, in April); and
Finnish Night at the Carolina Hurricanes hockey
game, including a pre-game tailgate.

OHIO

Linda (Sippola) Riddell, co-founder—with her
husband, John—of the Finnish-American Heritage
Association and museum in Ashtabula, reports on
an exciting special event: an open house for the
April 8 solar eclipse. Guests included sky-watchers
from Pennsylvania, West Virginia and New York City
who wanted to experience the rare event in the
path of totality. The visitors toured the museum,
purchased some gift items and enjoyed the nisu and
coffee provided.
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OREGON

It was a busy spring for Finlandia Foundation
Columbia-Pacific at Nordic Northwest, including
co-hosting Nordic Coffee Hours and Finnish
conversation groups, a sold out Easter celebration
and a family-friendly concert by Mimmit, a Finnish
musical duo of two talented sisters. This year’s FFCP
Most Valuable Finn award winners are Dave Alford
and Ray Wikman, who were recognized for their
involvement and contributions to FFCP and other
area Nordic groups.

VIRGINIA

Finlandia Foundation Tidewater had an exciting
experience in April, as the City of Norfolk hosted

the NATO Parade of Nations and International
Village. With Finland’s joining NATO, this was the
first year of the country’s participation. According to
chapter President Randy Wattaja (right), “Families
from each of the 31 NATO member national
delegations construct a parade float which they

feel best represents their nation to the rest of the
world. Our Finnish NATO families had been busily
constructing a beautiful float of their own design,
for several months. Only members of our NATO
families could ride on their country’s float. Auxiliary
organizations were invited to walk alongside each
nation’s float, so of course members of Tidewater
Finlandia Foundation chapter were invited to carry
the FINLAND banner, wave Finland flags, pass out
flags to parade spectators, and to walk alongside the
float.”

WASHINGTON

Finnish American Folk Festival of Naselle hosted
a fun Easter tradition with a twist—in addition to the
typical daytime event, there was a Flashlight Egg
Hunt for the older kids. Other recent and current
projects include a St. Urho’s Day Poetry Contest,
launch of a choir and creation of a Finnish-American
cookbook.

Finlandia Foundation Suomi Chapter in Bellingham
was a supporter of the springtime Pacific Northwest
tour by heavy metal bands Veriteras of Seattle and
Event Relentless from Finland. Veritas also received
a grant from FFN to support the tour, which the
band initiated to introduce U.S. fans to metal music
from Finland.
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A TASTE OF VAPPU AND VALBORG 2024

The munkki and tippaleipé tempted, and sima was sipped at May Day celebrations across
the U.S., from Oregon to Georgla Florida to Alaska and beyond. A sampling of the fun:

Finlandia Foundation Boston Finnish American Society of the Finlandia Foundation Colorado,
Midwest, Illinois Boulder

House of Finland, San Diego Finnish-American Club of
Tucson

N FINN

N FEST

FinnFest 2024 will be held in Duluth,
Minnesota July 25-28, and Finlandia
Foundation is delighted to again support
and participate at this annual celebration
of Finnish and Nordic culture, history,
traditions and innovation—past, present
and future.

Register now for the informative lec-
tures, panels and speakers, the variety of
entertainment, guided tours to local
historical sites and meeting others with
common interests. Not to mention the
delicious Finnish food and variety of
quality vendors at the tori.

Find details at finnfest.us. See you there!

Triangle Finnish Association,
North Carolina

CHEERS TO CHAPTERS!

Finlandia Foundation recognizes several chapters
on milestone anniversaries of their affiliation with
FFN.

Thank you for your involvement and support of
Finnish Americal

20th: Finnish Center Association, Detroit area
30th: Finlandia Foundation Twin Cities

45th: Finlandia Foundation Tidewater Virginia
50th: Finlandia Foundation Baltimore

50th: Los Angeles Finlandia Foundation

65th: Finlandia Foundation National Capital

70th: Finlandia Foundation Florida

70th: Finlandia Foundation New York Metropolitan

Find and follow Finlandia Foundation National

on social media at Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn

and X, and at YouTube.

Sign up for our free, monthly e-news at
FinlandiaFoundation.org 31



Suomi-Seura Honors
Finnish Expat Choir

Suomi-Seura, the Helsinki-based organization that serves
Finnish people living abroad, presented its 2023 “Finnish
Expatriate of the Year” award to the Finnish Expatriate Choir
led by professional musicians Maria Mannisto of the Seattle
area and Eva-Christina Pietarinen of Germany. The choir is an
international, virtual choral group founded by Maria and Eva-
Christina during the COVID pandemic.

Rehearsals are done via Zoom by some 100 singers from
countries across Europe and North America. They performed
live in Duluth for FinnFest 2023, and are touring Europe
this summer. Their album, Yli rajojen (Beyond Borders)
is available at Spotify (search Yli rajojen) and Bandcamp
(finnishexpatriatechoir.oandcamp.com/album/yli-rajojen-
beyond-borders).

Maria, a soprano, is a past FFN Performer of the Year and
in recent years has produced several short concerts for
FFN. Those programs are available free at youtube.com/@
FinlandiaFoundationNational.

FFN congratulates Maria, Eva-Christina and all members of
the Finnish Expatriate Choir.

Finland Recognizes
James Kurtti

For his many contributions to Finnish America, Jim Kurtti
was awarded the title of Knight, First Class, of the Order of
the Lion of Finland.

The honor was presented on behalf of the President of
Finland by New York Consul General, Ambassador Jarmo
Sareva, during the FFN event on April 13 at the Finnish
American Heritage Center.

Jim is Chair of the Finnish Theme Committee of Hancock/
Finlandia Foundation Copper Country Chapter and Finland’s
Honorary Consul for the Upper Peninsula. Over the decades
he has worked on projects related to Finnish America and
Finland, and in 2021 was recognized by FFN with its Award of
Excellence.
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Members of the virtual expat choir say “juusto” for
arare group photo while in Duluth to perform at
FinnFest 2023.

Jim Kurtti accepts the high Finnish honor from
Ambassador Sareva.
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CHICAGO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

With Music Director Klaus Makela

Newly announced Chicago Symphony Orchestra Music Director
Klaus Mékela (at left in photo) chats with FFN Trustee Jon Jurva at
a CSO concert in April in Chicago. Anne-Mari Paster also attended
and extended greetings on behalf of Finlandia Foundation.

The Helsinki-born conductor and cellist studied at Sibelius
Academy, and was called “perhaps the fastest-rising conductor of
his generation,” by The New York Times. The 28-year-old has been
Chief Conductor of the Oslo Philharmonic since 2020, and will be
the youngest conductor to take the CSO baton when his five-year
contract begins in 2027.

SAN FRANCISCO SYMPHONY

And Jean Sibelius

Audiences at the San Francisco Symphony performances of
Salonen: All Sibelius, conducted by Esa-Pekka Salonen, browsed
banners on loan from Finlandia Foundation National that portray
the life of Jean Sibelius. FFN created the series in 2015 for the
150th celebration of the composer’s birth.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

Honors Viola Turpeinen

Accordion virtuoso Viola Turpeinen’s Kauhavan Polka was
accepted by the Library of Congress for the 2024 National
Recording Registry. It is one of 25 recordings honored as audio
treasures worthy of preservation for all time based on their
cultural, historical or aesthetic importance in the nation’s
recorded sound heritage.

Margaret Fibel, a member of the Finlandia Foundation National
Capital Chapter, and James P. Leary, emeritus professor of
Folklore and Scandinavian Studies at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison, were leading advocates fo the nomination.

Viola (1909-1958) was one of the most well-known Finnish-
American musicians of her era, and is possibly the first woman in
the world to record accordion solos.
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FFN Receives Historic, Transformational Gift

By Tommy Flanagan
FFN Executive Director

Finlandia Foundation National received the largest
single gift in its 71-year history when the Finnish Center
Association’s Senior Citizens’ Housing Corporation, located in
Farmington Hills, Michigan, presented more than $4 million
to the organization early in 2024. The funds came from the
recent sale of Tapiola Village apartments, a 92-unit housing
community it had developed as affordable housing primarily
for its members.

The story of this historic gift is truly one of inspiration
and is the definition of paying it forward. In early 2022, FCA
Senior Citizens’ Housing Corporation decided to conclude its
activities due to changing community needs and increasing
operational challenges. Steadfast in its commitment to its
Finnish-American roots, it sought a solution and a partner
with a strong Finnish cultural and heritage background,
solid financial position, broad exposure in North America, a
reputable history and sustainable plans. FFN was chosen as
an organization with a truly national reach, representing the
same values.

The monumental gift arrived as the “Saving Finland in
America” fundraising effort approached its conclusion.

FFN and FCA Senior Citizens’ Housing Corporation share
an important common core value. Both of our organizations
are dedicated to supporting Finnish and Finnish-American
culture. It is precisely in this spirit that this significant
contribution was born. The donation of the proceeds of
the Tapiola Village honors the work of the past, recognizes
current realities and presents an optimistic future. With this
transformation, we take the hopes, dreams and intentions of
past generations and carry them forward.

Reflecting on the role that previous generations play in
securing a future for the next ones, Olli Lamminen, Chair
of FCA Senior Citizens’ Housing Corporation, eloquently
comments, "We honor their legacy and use it to create a
sustainable future for other organizations whose spirit
and mission they supported. This decision preserves the
shared history of our organizations and ensures that their
experience and achievements will always be celebrated and
remembered.”

Honoring the original intent of the
founders of Tapiola Village, the gift will
be used to celebrate and sustain Finnish-
American institutions, specifically the
Finnish American Heritage Center and the
important and historic contents of the
archive, as well as the cultural and folklife
aspects of Finland and Finnish America
represented in Hancock, Michigan.

This gift will help FFN tell the story told
in Hancock and across the country. It is
hard to overstate the importance of the
cultural heritage and the living culture
housed at the FAHC. This gift ensures that
our work to increase visibility of and access
to these treasures has been transformed
from a dream into a reality.

FFN is ever grateful for the visionary
leadership of the board of the FCA Senior
Citizens’ Housing Corporation for their
proactive decision to continue their
Finnish-American legacy.

Thank You!

Kiitos!

Finlandia Foundation National
thanks the board of the FCA Senior
Citizens' Housing Corporation for
your leadership and vision. Your
efforts have made it all

possible.

Marylin Metsa Clark
Nancy Hanson
Kathryn Hill

Mia Lamminen

Olli Lamminen
Christine Manninen
Erik Salonen

Liisa Salonen

Sarah Wiideman

FFN produced a short video about the successful Saving Finland in America campaign; watch it at

youtube.com/@FinlandiaFoundationNational.
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Thank You for Saving Finland in America

These gifts have been specficially directed toward the initial $3 million fundraising goal dedicated to the
Finnish American Heritage Center in Hancock, Michigan. More than 900 individual donors contributed
amounts ranging from three dollars to millions of dollars. The outpouring of support is overwhelming.

Kiitos!

CORNERSTONE

CONTRIBUTIONS

FCA Senior Citizens’
Housing Corporation

LEADERSHIP

CONTRIBUTIONS

Elsa Brule

Alpo Franssila Crane &
Marjorie Knight Crane

John & Patricia Koskinen

Paloheimo Foundation

PRINCIPAL GIFTS
$10,000+
Pirkko Borland
John A. Helin
Glenn Jarvi
Pauline & John Kiltinen
Knights & Ladies of Kaleva-
Auran Maja 44 &
Aurattaren Tupa 49
Fern Malila
Catherine Mannick
Elsa Miller Foundation
Timothy Nurvala
Sharon & Carl Rahkonen
Nancy Sanderson
Margaret Sloan & Peter Pike
Paivi & Brent Tetri
In Memory of
Eero & Helli Tetri

MAJOR GIFTS
$5,000-$9,999
Terry S. Coleman

Charitable Fund
Frederic P. Jaakkola
Jon Jurva & Leanne Ylitalo
Jeanne Kemppainen
Dr. Ritva Keski-Kuha

& Dr. Timo Saha
Ardys & Dan Maki
Neil H. Manley
John A. Nikander

& Susan W. Vines
Ellette Nyman

In Honor of Elsa Brule
Mary Ojajarvi & Douglas Bouck
Order of Runeberg Lodge 205
Anne-Mari & Frederick Paster
Ossi & Karin Rahkonen
Catherine Ristola & Andy Bass
Jon & Christine Saari
Dirk & Pirjo Schulbach
Evelyn G. Tielking

SPECIAL GIFTS
$1,000-%$4,999
Lauri & Ann Ahlman
William A. Aho
Helen & William Alberth
American Scandinavian
Association
Ted & Andrea Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous In Honor of Hanka
Homestead Finnish Museum
Volunteers
Kristina Antoniades
Aino & Ivan Bakos
Heikki Bergman
Joyce Besser
Katrina & Steven Bousquet
Elena Brink
John Brock
& Sirpa Ristimaki-Brock
In Honor of Our Children
Timo Brock, Tuomas Brock
& Emilia Brock & Our
Grandson Otto Brock
Jonathan Brule
In Honor of Elsa Miller
Marilyn & Kenneth Clark
Seija Cohen
Jeanne Doty
Anni Efthimiou
& Victor J. Saylor
Lisbeth & George Elliott
Beverly Ellis
Charles Fedalen
& Helen Toivola Fedalen
Margaret Fibel
Donald & Margaret Ann Fidler
Finlandia Club
of Sacramento Valley
Finlandia Foundation
Columbia-Pacific
Finlandia Foundation
National Capital
Finlandia Foundation
New York Metropolitan
Finnish American
Heritage Society, Inc.
Finnish American Society
of the Delaware Valley
Finnish Heritage House
Finnish Heritage Society —
Sovittaja
Finnish Lutheran Church
of Seattle
Finn Ware
Thomas Flanagan
Patti Folsom

Phyllis Allison Fredendall
In Memory of Tapio
& Aulikki Leppéanen
Nancy Granovsky
In Memory of My Finnish
Grandparents & Parents
Greater Worcester
Community Foundation
Priscilla Haapa Hawkins
& Cole Hawkins Honoring
Edward Jacob Haapa
Kathrine J. Haapanen
Joyce Hakala
Hanka Homestead
Finnish Museum
Lori Hanninen & Jeff Wheaton
Jeraldine Hannula Gros
Joyce & Lloyd Hannula
Betty L. Hart
Sandra L. Hautanen
Oscar Heikkinen
In Honor of Hanka
Homestead Finnish Museum
Steven E. Holli
House of Finland San Diego
Harley S. Huhta
Kalevaiset Civic Association
Christine Kalke
& Rolf Thoresen
In Memory of Marie (Huhta)
& William Kalke
Patricia Kangas Gerhardt
Helen Kaurala
Anne-Marie Kavulla
In Honor of Elsa Brule
Donna & John Kennard
Leroy Keranen
Carole Kitti
Linda Kiuru
In Memory of Helge
& Hilkka Kiuru
Carol & Paul Knuti
Martha Koljonen
Vendla Koljonen Weber
In Memory of Aarne Koljonen
& Laina Thompson Koljonen
Karen Koon
James & Debbie Kurtti
Lea Katariina Lehtonen
Melissa Jane Lewis
Diane & Frank Maenpa
Peter & Arja Makila
In Honor of Uncle Niilo
& Aunt Helen Alho
John Makinen
Irma Margareta Martin
Dorothy S.
& Robert F. Matthias

Lorraine & Russell Mattson
Ron & Ann Mattson
Satu and Jussi Mikkola
In Memory of Kaisa London
Mary Miller
William M. Newbury
Leslie E. Niemi
Alan & Betsey Norgard
Annette & Richard Oppedahl
Zach Pember
In Memory of Kalevi Lomma
& Sylvia Lomma
Jennifer Pihlaja
Teuvo & Marjut Pulkkinen
Pamela & Urho Rahkola
Ove & Barbara Rasmussen
Gail Puntanen Rhodes
Howard Rockstad
In Honor of the Finnish Tupa
(Pasadena), Inkeri Rank,
Elissa Ketokoski Della Rocca,
Dennis Mattson; In Memory
of Inkeri Rank, John Ogren
Duane & Cheryl Rogers
Lloyd E. Ruona
Laura Salminen
In Memory of Vappu Marie
Haapanen Salminen
Estate of Alyce Santa
Daniel Sarya
Sirkku & Royal Skousen
Milton D. Soderberg
Betty & Dale Sola
Nancy & Diane Sprague
Joseph Strohl
Eeva & Henri Syvanen
Petra Tabry
In Memory of
Antoine J. Tabry
Leslie Tervo
Berndt Toivonen
Susanna E.
& John C. Trittschuh
Allan & Linda Tuomaala
Barbara A. Twombly
Kath Usitalo & Tom Kozak
In Memory of My Lahti
& Usitalo Families
Vellamon Tupa #4, Ely, MN
Cheryl Vikar Steele
In Memory of
Bertha Gaabo Simonsen
Hanna & David Wagner
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Special Gifts
Continued
Frederick Webel
In Memory of
Elli Sivia Wuorinen
Michel and Kicka Wendell
Aira and Peter Williams
Melissa M. Wilton
In Honor of Miriam Mae
Kuusisto Wilton
& Richard Thomas Wilton, Il
Mary Wurzer
In Memory of Raiha Sisters:
Anna, Ida, Eva, Carol,
Elizabeth

CONTRIBUTIONS
Martin V. Aalto
Kathleen L. Abbott

In Honor of

Shirley (Ojala) Anderson
John Agacki
Arne & Nancy Aho
Paul William Aho
Roy & Jane Aho

In Memory of

Donald Wanhala
Stephanie Aho

In Honor of Toivo Aho
William Aho
Mark Ahonen

In Honor of

Our Finnish Family Heritage
Margaret Airola
Robin Alanen-Mosher
Evelyn Alford
Carol & Wes Anderson
Kathleen Anderson

In Memory of

Ronald M. Anderson
Mark Andstrom
Anonymous
Anonymous In Memory of

Aksel Salo
Susanna Ansala-Fraqias
Joyce Antila Phipps
Rick Antin
Gertrude Antioho
Eric Anttila
Sara Ann Arbegast
Cathleen Haapa Arnold
Joyce Arsnow
Leigh & Linda Aschbrenner
Kari Autio
Marilyn Axup
Carole Backman

In Honor of Richard Harju
Julie Badel

In Memory of Vic Storhok
Mamadou Bah

In Honor of Finland
Maurice & Lynn Baker
Linda Hilden Barber
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Michael Barnett
& Ted Hallman
Kay Bartholomew
Barbara Bartlett Honoring
Bradley Michael Bartlett
Elaine Bauer
Paula Beck
Richard Bennett
In Memory of
Carol Kujala Bennett
Lois Berg
Esther Berger
In Memory of Martha Maki
Joanne Bergman
Matthew Bergstrom
In Honor of
Isaac & Matilda Wiitala
Aino Bernardo
Florence Bessonen
Ken & Sheila Beyer
Michael Biek
Mirja Bishop
Carl Boberg
Fred & Tanya Boede
Roger & Charlotte Bofinger
David Bofto
Frank & Susan Boley
Robin & Mike Bonini
John Borland
Julie Boushelle
Shannon & David J. Boyd
John E. & Angela Brannfors
David & Evelyn Breeden
Marlene Broemer
Mary Brunet Aho
Pamela Brunfelt
Scott & Lou Ann Brunfelt
Kalla & Bill Buchholz
Ulla Burgess
Christine Burnard
In Honor of Hiettiko Family
John & Silja-Riitta Burton
Joanna Mary Cain
In Honor of
Katariina Lehtonen
Brian Carlson
In Honor of Saint Urho
Ruth & Kenneth Carlson
Lisa Carpenter
Melinda Carter
In Memory of Karen Carter
Sari Castren
Douglas Chatfield
& Kea Rehn
Cheryle Chiaramonte
Jaana Clayton
Kristin Lelvis Clemons
Kari Cohen & Lauren Brandes
Cokato Finnish American
Historical Society
James Cook
William & Rose Cook
Shelley Copeland
Irmeli E. Corsi
Robert Cortopassi
Tim & Janice Cribley

Holda Crocker
In Honor of 90 Day Finns
Maria Christine Cromwell
Jayne Crosby Giles
In Memory of
Judith Wilson Crosby
Nancy A. Crowell
Darryl & Karin Daharb
Thomas Dahlblom
Janet A. Dalquist
In Honor of All the Suomi/
Finlandia Librarians
Margo & Roy Danforth
Irene Dardashti
Allison Darke
In Memory of
Judith Hanson Darke
Hilja Davis
Susan DeGroot
In Memory of Linnea Werner
Mark & Joy Dennis
Sandra & Philip Deutchman
Duane A. Dietze
In Memory of Arthur H.
& Beverly N. Dietze
Roxanne Dimyan
Ramona Dixon
In Memory of Francis Robert
& Catherine Ann Dixon
Ethel & Robert Dobson
Joy Donohue-Rinaldi
Joy Dorvinen
Karen Ducharme & Leo Roiko
In Memory of
Leo & Emily Roiko
Bill Eaton
Ellen & George Ecola
Lori Edelyn
Eric & Leslee Efthimiou
Maija-Liisa Ehlinger
In Memory of Roy Jurva
Bill & Marjaliisa Ehrhardt
Charitable Fund
Janet Eichholz
Sandra Eiker
Pastor Giles C. Ekola
Kathy & Frank Eld
In Memory of Eld Brothers
Jonene Eliasson
& Roger Hewlett
Jonathan Epstein
Mary & Doug Erickson
Betty & John Erkkila
Helen Esala
Esko Historical Society
Ellen Eskola Kehoe
Kaija Fielding
Finger Lakes Finns
Finlandia Foundation
Inland Northwest
Finlandia Foundation
Lake Superior
Finlandia Foundation
National Astoria
Finlandia Foundation
Northland

Finlandia Foundation
Twin Cities
Finnish Americans & Friends -
Hibbing Chapter
Finnish American Heritage
Association of Ashtabula
County
Finnish American Raja Ryhma
Finnish American Society
of Cape Cod
Finnish American Society
of the Midwest
Finnish American
Women’s Auxiliary
Finnish Family of Kaleva
Finnish Genealogy Group MN
Jane Daniels, Gretchen
Francis, Gene Hebert,
Janet Johnson, Sandra
Kuitunen, Jeanne & Richard
Moe, Barbara Wilson
Finnish Genealogy Group
In Memory of Lynn Olmen
In Memory of Richard Harju
In Memory of Marion Sawyer
Finnish Genealogy Group
In Honor of
Darrel Dean Sawyer
In Honor of
Ernest Stanley Lantto
Finnish Language School
of North Texas
Emily Fisher
Nancy & Jim Fisher
Karen & Nathaniel Fix
In Memory of Russel & Edith
Hellman, Reino
& Ina Kilponen
Aulikki Flagan
Carrie Flaspohler Vander Veen
Francis Flavin
In Memory of Auli
& Mauno Andersson
Wendy Forselius Honoring
Randall A. Forseliu
Oscar & Sally Forsman
Eliisa Frazier
Michael Fredrikson
Kirsti Frenzen Noring
Niels Frenzen & Robyn Smith
Martha & Frederick Fritz
Monica Frolander-ULf
Bruce Fuller
Arthur & Lillian Fundeklian
John Gale
Paula Genis
Jukka Perkiomaki
& Judy Gervais
Matthew Gilkey
In Memory of
Velma Luoma Butler
Jane Sulin Gillespie
Tom Gilmore
Matthew Ginal
Inka Ginther
Michael Glass

Alan Gluskin
& Riitta Hoviniemi Gluskin
Mary Ann Gomsi
In Memory of Eino, Syl & Arne
Elinore Gordon
Carol Grafford
Christine Gravlin
Robert Grede
Marianne Greene
Susan Gregson
In Memory of
Emil & Norma Heikkine
Lisbeth Grillos
In Honor of
My Finnish Parents
Sonja Grulich
Charles & Julie Haapala
Helene Haapala Honoring
Jukka & Ella Haapala
P. Hannele Haapala Honoring
John A. & Eila M. Haapala
Dan & Michele Hakala
Katherine Hakala Perfetti
Lois Hakala-Staber
Anita Hakkila Smiley
Jonathan & Liisa Hale
In Memory of
Aino Karne Wirkkala
Mirko M. Hall
In Honor of David Maki &
Joanna Chopp
Helena Halmari
Kathleen Halme
In Memory of
Pentti Kalevi Halme
Seija Halva
Asko Hamalainen
Elizabeth Ann Hannula
In Memory of Axel & Ida
Tuomi Family & Karl & Alma
Wuorinen Family
Pirkko Hansen
John J. Hanson, lll
Donald & Marilyn Harju
Richard J. Harju
William A. Harju
Judith Harju Galliher
In Honor of Richard Harju
Jacqueline Harjula
Riikka & Juha Harkonen
Eila Harkonen-Hart
Leora Harsh
Louise Hartung
George Harvala
Kathryn Hasselblad Pascale
In Memory of Marie
Martine Hasselblaad
Johanna Hauki
Andrea Hautala McAleenan
Kurt Haveri
James Havu
Carole Hayrynen Whitaker
Lee Healy
In Honor of Clare Zuraw
Peter J. Heaney
In Memory of
Kyrlikki W. Helle (Mimi)

Hedberg Family
Marion & John Hedenberg
Roy & Cindy Heikkala
Paul Heikkila
Jake Heikkinen/
Roswell Home Care
Alan & Susan Heiskanen
Janet Helander
Tucker D. Henderson
In Memory of Einar
& Ruth Piippo
Burt & Renee Hill
Charles W. & Mary Ann Hill
David E. Hill
In Honor of Knights
of Kaleva Otava Maja
Jenny Hill
In Memory of
Mary Kumpula Geddes
Yvonne M. Hill
Christine Hillila Lewis
Esther Hillila Nelson
Donna M. Hiltunen
James & Alice Hirvonen
Kristiina Hiukka
In Honor of Finnish-
American Markus Hiukka
Rebecca & Garry Hoekstra
Katherine Keski Hoffman
In Memory of
Mr. & Mrs. John W. Keski
Lillian Hoika
Sandra Ann Jarvinen Holden
In Honor of
Jan Victor Jarvinen
Marc Edwin Holma
Eileen Holmstrom
Norma Holmstrom
Olli Honkkila
Seppo & Sylvi Honkkila
Jeffery Horvath
Mary Ann Hosking Quayle
Sylvia L'Herrou Howe
In Memory of Aini Vivian
Wartiainen Howe, My Mother
Jeff W. Huebner
Robert Huhta
Ann Hutchings
Kristiina lisa
Charles F. Isaacson
Jorma Isoniemi
Ivonen-Smith Charitable Fund
In Honor of Eila (Nurminen)
lvonen
Kathleen D. Jackson
Nirmal & Anita Jain
Janine Jarvela
Antero Jarvinen
Michael W. Jasberg
James Jew & Janet Laws Jew
In Memory of Taito Lehti
& Hilja Pihkokoski Lehti
Craig Randal Johnson
Eric Brian Johnson
In Memory of Oskar & Sophia
(Suihkonen) Maki

Freeman & Vienna Johnson
Helvi Anneli Johnson
John Norman Johnson
Kathryn Johnson
Kathy Johnson

In Memory of

Robert C. Liimatainen
Rodney A. Johnson
Ronald L. Johnson

In Memory of Lois

(Sunnarborg) Johnson
Walter Johnson
David & Ritva Johnston
Jimlee M. Jones

In Memory of

Robert Ubbelohde
Susan C. Jordan
Kathryn & John Jorgensen

In Memory of

Elsie Niemi Ehredt
Paivi Julkunen
Suzanne Jurva

In Memory of Roy Jurva
Sandra & John Kalander
Eric & Victoria Kallio
Michael Kallio
Lois Kallunki
Elaine & Ron Kaminen
Claudia Kangas Adkins
William & Kathleen Kangas
Robert Kann

Honoring Eva Kann
Mary Karne
Dale & Carol Karpp
Stanley William Karro
Ronald & Patricia Karttunen
Dennis Kauppila
Arja & Bill Keepin
Keith & Alice Kellogg
Roberta A. Kemp
Kathleen Kendrick
Justin Kendall
Debra Keranen Kreider

In Memory of Keranen

& Maki Families
Joellyn Keranen
Karen Keskinen
Kirsti Kettunen
Wren Keturi
Cynthia Kielinen

In Memory of Susan Kielinen
Nate Kilponen-Fix
Carol Kincannon

In Memory of

Shirley Peterson
Robert & Frances Kingsley
Sue Ellen Kingsley
James & Janice Kippola
Kivajat Dancers - Kay Seppala
Erik Klemetti

In Memory of Wayne

& Marta Klemetti
Rita Knapp
Kaitlyn Koby

In Memory of Esther Carl
Ruth L. Koehler

Marja Tuulikki Koenitzer
Betty J. Koester
Greg & Dee Koivisto
Karl Koivisto
In Memory of
Don William Kilpela
David Y. Kokko
In Honor of Dave Kokko
Sirkku Konttinen
& Harri Kytomaa
Martha Kopra
Richard & Anja Kortmann
Ann L. Koski
Jane Koski McCulley
In Honor of the Koski Family
John Koski
& Mervi Hjelmroos-Koski
Kevin Koski
Mark & Marie Koski
In Honor of Arthur Koski,
George & Aili Koski
Richard Koski
Rita Koski
Ryan Koski
Sandy & William M. Koski
Wayne Koski
In Memory of John
& Aili Karvonen
Judy Koskinen
In Memory of Laura (Riihinen)
& Stanley Koskinen
Sylvi Koso
Eric S. Kotila
In Honor of Gertrude Kotila
Paul M. Kotila
In Memory of
Matt (Matti) Fredd
Peggy Kotila
Richard Kotila
In Memory of Ruth M. Kotila
John & Tracy Koutonen
In Memory of Erkki
& Thelma Koutonen
Candace Kovacic-Fleischer
& Walter Fleischer Honoring
Ivar & Edla Saari
F. Wally Krawczuk
Donald D. Kristola
Cindy Krolikowski
Monica Kronlof
Michael W. & Carole A. Krutsch
Karoliina Kuisma
Pirjoleena Kuivanen
Carla & Tom Kukkonen
Walter John Kukkonen
In Memory of Dr. Walter
Jacob Kukkonen
Nina Kulmala
Elaine Kumpula
Lorine Kurki Anthony
Mauno & Sandra Kylliainen
Karen Laakko & Clinton Feil
In Memory of
Millie G. Laakko
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Lorna Laakso Sulin
In Memory of J. Gustav
& Lily Laakso
Yrj6 & Hilja Laaksonen
Ruth E. LaCroix
In memory of Toivo
& Jenny Malila
Ladies of Kaleva Soinnuttaren
Tupa #32
Ilkka Lahdesmaki
Barbara & Duane Lahti
Ingrid Lahti
& Robert Eisenman
Karin Lahti Ellmaker
Larry & Mary Laine
Joan M. Laituri Newman
Richard & Debra Lampi
Kirsti Langbein
Marsha Larmour
Fred L. Larson
Julian Larson
Lars Larson
Carol Lassila
& Wayne L. Winistorfer
Kathleen Laurila
Joanne Lawson
Carl W. Leaman
Leona Lee
In Memory of Hilma Lammi
Louise Lehtola-Clarke
In Honor of Lehtola
& Tarkiainen Familes
Ellen Lehtimaki
Carl & Suzanne Lehto
Karen & Randy Lehto
Michael Michael Leimer
Deanna Leino
Janelle & Matthew Leiseth
In Honor of Dennis Anderson
& Melodee Bahr
Mary Aalto Leiter
In Memory of
Wilho & Lempi Aalto
Lotta Leiwo
Wallace & Alice Leno
Jane Lepisto
Steve Leppala
Marja Lianko
Jerry & Ellen Liddle
Peggy Lieblein
Garland & Barbara Likins
Jason Aaron Lindahl
In Memory of
Wallace H. Lindahl
Jaana Lindberg
Esther Linden
Pamela Lintula
& Sol Greenspan
In Memory of Aileen Sofia
Lintula (Maki)
Andrew Lipasti
Paul Marin & Betsy Little
LaVerne Locke
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Sally B. London
In memory of Kaisa London
Jim Virpi Loomis
Virginia Lopez
Doreen Niemi Lorge
Aila Tuulikki Loring
Sandra J. Lorusso
Jack Louko
Kenneth H. Louko
Mary Lukkarila
In Memory of My Fiercely
Finnish Grandmothers,
Impi & Ulriika
Gerald Lundeen
Karen Luoma-Varichak
Tellervo Luostarinen
Carla & Gordon Lyon
Deborah Macha
In Memory of All My Finnish
Grandmothers
Gene Mackey
Annelouise MacLean
Marja & Sal Mahbouba
Diane Mahonen
Paul J. & Diane Makela
Daniel & Karen Maki
Ellida Maki
Jim & Valerie Maki
John Maki Alexander
Kenneth J. Maki
In Honor of Jean Cramer
Mark Maki
Marvin Kenneth Maki
Robert & Francyne Maki
Susan Maki
Wayne K. Maki
William R. Maki
Maija Maki-Laurila
Karen Malila Palmer
Wayne & Pauline Malila
Suvi Katriina Manner
In Honor of Paivi Manner
Eva & Heikki Mannisto
In Memory of
Heikki Mannisto
John Manter
Lindsay Mapes
Alice Margerum
Lisa Markkula
Honoring Orvo Markkula
Paul & Arja Markkula
Susan Marlow
In Memory of
Mary Kuritti Birrell
Tom & Sharon Martin
Travis Martin
Annikki Marttila
Risto Marttinen
Jon Matson
In Memory of Cynthia Matson
Ronald & Maxine Matson
Michael & Vicky Mattila
Ilona Mattson
Peggy & Richard Mattson
Thomas Mattson
Kathrin Mautino

Linda McCelland
In Memory of Esther
Nissula Wnukowski
Helen Mcindoe
Harry G. McIntosh
Nancy McKay
Annukka McKinnon
Helen C. McMahon
Liisa McMahon
Betty Meek
In Memory of Oskari Nygard
Claudia Melcher
Diana Menhennick
Donna-Jack Mennitto-Zuraw
Karen Michael
Kaisa Mikkola
Jack L. Miller
June Michele Miller
Dale Milton
Teija Minerva
Arno Rafael Minkkinen
Paul & Elaine Moe
In Memory of Peter V., Jr.
& Impi Wartiainen
John & Cindy Moilanen
Marilyn & Dennis Moisio
Lynn Lilja Mondor
Max Morandi & Pia Haapanen
William Morgan
Claudia Morley
In Honor of
Anita Hakkila Smiley
Dennis Morris, Sr.
Sally Morse
Sanford & Riitta Morton
Satu Muja
Rebecca Ruth Mundt
In Honor of J.H. Jasberg
Mark Munger
Lynn Murphy
John & Thea Mussman
In Memory of Elam & Eeva
(Partinen) Nunnally
Joseph L. Nease
Virginia Nelson
Patrick Ness
Pirjo & Lloyd Neumann
New Power Tour, Inc.
Rebecca Nielsen
In Honor of Alice Oja Nielsen
Suzanne Niemela Hellmann
In Memory of
Col. John Richard Niemela
Betty & Gunnar Niemi
Debra Niemi
Edward Niemi
Keith A. Niemi
Christine Anna Liisa Nikander
In Memory of Liisa Nikander,
Hilda Sofia Paananen, &
Edla Katharina Paananen
Ronni Nivala
In Honor of Ron Nivala &
Jean Nivala Roberts
Mark & Alana Nolan
Sari Nordman

Joan Nordstrom Daley
Ronald & Susan Norha
Tiina Nunnally
Kevin & Linnea Nurmi
In Honor of Waino E. Aukee
& Paavo K. Nurmi
Daniel Nurmi McAuliffe
John Nygard
In Memory of Julius
& Irma Nygard
Shirleen Offermann
Richard J. Ohler
Marcia & Donald Ojantakanen
Marja Oksajarvi Snyder
Janice & Dennis O’Leary
Jennifer Olivarez
Marilyn Ollanketo
Eugene & Julie Ollila
Aune Olson
In Honor of Reino John Harju
& Lempi Louise Harju
Peter Olson
Jack & Barbara Osman
Raili & Erik Ost
Jeffery Otto
Julie Leonhardt Overby
In Memory of Fred
& Vieno Hendrickson
Michelle Lynn Paivola
In Memory of
Lasse Juhani Paivola
Edward & Nancy Pajunen
Richard Foley & Jan Pakonen
In Honor of
Dorothy Salonen Pakonen
Roberta Palen
George & Rita Paloheimo
Evelyn H. Palosaari
Steve Palosaari
Outi Papamarcos
Marianne Parssinen
Kati Parttimaa
& Elias Whelchel
Eileen Partanen
Timo M. Partanen
Pirjo Pasanen
In Memory of Olavi
& Elsa Pasanen
Tuula Pasola-Alberino
In Memory of Helga
& Edvard Pasola
Peace First Lutheran Church
Joel Peltokangas
Kathleen Pennell
Arlene Elizabeth Penner
Michael Pennington
Marleen Perrucci
& James Erickson
In Memory of Emil Erickson
Jim & Debra Perttula
Rick Pesola
John E. Peters
Craig Peterson
In Memory of John
& Vivian Trask

Jennifer Peterson
In Memory of
Cynthia Ann Matson
Liisa Peterson
In Memory of Cynthia Matson
Lynda Peterson
In Memory of My Parents,
Armas & Sylvia Pessi Peterson
Peggy Peterson Freers
Kirsti Phillips
Wesley Piippo
David Pistenmaa
Erikka Pistenmaa Perkins
In Memory of
John Elliott Pistenmaa
Peter Planting
Eric Platt
Walter H. Plosila
In Memory of Arthur I. Plosila
Brett & Judy Pope
Mike & Jane Potsaid
Thomas Potter Smith
In Honor of My Uncle
Paul A. Knuti
Barbara A. Powell Honoring
Mother and Grandparents,
Mattson/Parviainen
John Puotinen
Janah & Greer Putnam
Paula Raffenaud
Janet & Fred Rajala
In Memory of
Ellen Tamppari Rajala
Pirjo Leena Ranasinghe
Sara Rankinen
Donald Ranta Honoring
Eli & Florence Ranta
Robert & Susan Ranta
Allan Armas Rantala
Alisa Rantanen
Esa Rantanen & Ann Marin
Al & Ellen Rautine Evans
In Honor of My Father Paul
Rautine & Grandparents
Ida Sophia Rahkonen
& Paul Rautine
Arvo & Susan Rautine
Marjorie Reilly
Jeanette Reinhart
Arlene Renken
Sini Reponen
Kathy Richards Pierce
Dana Lee Richter
Valerie Ricklin
James Riehle
Mary Rinki
Karen Rinta-Spinner
Judith & Richard Robison
Honoring John & Mari Lohla
Elissa Della Rocca
Diana Rodionov
Lorraine Rohlik
Mika Roinila
Olli Romppanen
Alix Ronka
Stephen & Barbara Ann Ross

Steven J. Rosswurm
Terry Rudd
Sharon Ruona-Mustonen
& Family
Michael & Nancy Russell
In Memory of Marilyn
(Lystila) O’Brien
Arnold John Saari
Karla Marie Saari Kitalong
Arto & Maria Saarinen
Viola Saima-Barklow
Heli Sairanen Kangas
In Honor of Vaino
& Eva Sairanen
Kenneth Salo
Paul & Rebecca Saleh
Thomas & Carol Salmi
Jean Salonen Chapman
Ethel Margaret Salonen-Ollin
Honoring Helena
& Eric Salonen
Harri Mikael Salonvaara
Allen Salyer
Sami Cultural Center
of North America
Carolyn Sanford
Elaine Santi
Minna Saslaw
In Honor of
Eliisa Salmi-Saslaw
Marcia Savela
& Heidi DeAngelis
Ken & Susan Schauland
Gerry & Margaret Schueman
In Honor of
Peraseinajoki Finns
Christine Schulbach
Christopher & Kayla Schultz
In Memory of Arne
& Audrey Hill
Carol Secrest
Paula K. Setterlund-Blair
Karen D. Shaw
In Honor of William
& Irene Rosberg
Laurel Sheppard
Robert J Siekas
Richard A. & Susan E. Sigel
Olli Silander
Rich & Jan Silk
Tarja Silverman
In Memory of
Aarne & Aili Juutilainen
Elaine Simpson
Mary Ann Sironen
Richard Sirola
Peggy Smist
Eliisa & Richard Smith
George & Cecillia Smith, Il
Leena Snellman
Duane & Judy Soine
Judith W. Solsken
Jill & Bill Somrock
Sons & Daughters of Suomi
Kristiina Sorensen
Raija & Kenneth Starck
In Memory of Kenneth Starck

Josephine Stenback
April Stevens
Marlene & Harlan Stoehr
Lois Stoner
Jim & Susan Stoor
Zachary Stoor
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Bill & Karen Strobridge

In Memory of

Ellen Bakka-Varney
Susan Stromholm Anderson

In Memory of

Bert Stromholm
Ramona Stromness

In Memory of

Raili Syraja Fuller
Kim Sulkava

In Memory of

Jarmo 0. Sulkava
Helen & Rodney Sunderlin
Dorothy Suomala
Helen Suomela-Tyrrell
Anne Suomi

In Memory of

Dr. John D. Suomi
Amy Swanson

In Memory of Marita Palonen
Dwight Swanson
Mike & Barb Swanson

In Memory of

Sally Manula Swanson
Helen Sweeney
Valerie Lindroos Taff

In Memory of Arthur

& Helen Lindross
Floyd & Bernice Tenquist

In Honor of Wilho Porspakka
Paula Tarkiainen Mullin
Martin Tervo
Brent Thompson
Kaarina Tienhaara
Oren Tikkanen
Ruth Tobie
Sandra Tormala Jarvinen

In Memory of

Ellen Koskela Tormala
Roy & Jan Tossava
Catherine & Paul Tulikangas
Rich Tuomi

& Michele Holzwarth
Roger Tyyska
Susan Elise Ubbelohde
Steve & Audrey Ullakko
Dennis Usitalo

In Honor of

Finnish Immigrants
Elina Vandenberg
Oiva Vesa
Tom & Vicky Vichich
Teri L. Vierima

In Memory of

William J. Vierima
Donald Vierimaa
Jo Ann Viinikainen

In Memory of

Richard Viinikainen

Susan Vincent
In Honor of
David Heikkila Hinnerjoki
Alan Virta
Mark Viste
Jack & Marilyn Wainio
Michelle Lynn Wallis Nixon
Jennifer J. Walsh
In Honor of Mary Ann
(Pirhonen) Arvo & Kim Reed
Gloria Walters
Karen Warfle
In Honor of
My Finnish Heritage
Linda Warpula Davis
In Memory of Helvi Maki
Tiina Watts
Mike & Darla Wayrynen
Walter Weedman
Kurt Wegelius
Jeanne M. Wellington
In Memory of John
& Esther Niemi
Joan Wennstrom Bennett
Suzanne Wenstrom Pocrnich
In Memory of Reuben
& Anna Wenstrom
Karen Wertanen
Nancy West
Marlissa & John E. Westerfield
In Memory of
Arthur Holmberg
David & Bettina Whaley
Joseph & Mary Whittle
Kim Whittle
In Memory of
Neima Lepistd Johnson
Ristiina Wigg
Lennis Wiirre
Russell Wiitala
Lorne Wikstrom
Carol & Bill Wilen
Mary E. Wilkosz
In Memory of
Joan Raymond Wilkosz
Michael Williamson
Karen Willmes
Judith Wilson
Paul Wilson
Wintturi Family
Marlene Wisuri
J. Wnukowski (Nisula)
In Memory of
Esther (Nisula) Wnukowski
Andrew & Barbara Woods
In Memory of
Helen Loven Woods
Phil & Leah Wuori
Debra Yates
In Honor of Ida Dalberg
(Persdotter)
Nels & Susan Ylitalo
Rodney W. Ylitalo
Barbara Youngberg
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l(ll 705! Thank You For Your Gifts!

Gifts from $1,000 through Major Gifts are cumulative

MAJOR GIFTS
American Finnish Club
Pirkko & J. Bradford Borland
Elsa Brule
Rauha Cole
Marjorie Knight Crane
& Alpo Franssila Crane
Curtin-Paloheimo
Leonora Foundation
Aina Swan Cutler
FCA Senior Citizens’ Housing-
Finlandia Foundation
National Capital Chapter
The Friends of
Sibelius Academy
Jack Haikala,
Haikala Associates
Katariina Lehtonen
& Ola Harrskog
Ronald Helin / John Helin
Hilda M. Hendrickson Trust
Dr. Vaino Hoover
Glenn Jarvi
Virpi Kairinen Trust
Pauline & John Kiltinen
Hilkka Kinnunen Trust
Knights & Ladies of Kaleva
Auran Maja 44 & Aurattaren
Tupa 49
Aune E. Koski
Brenda Koskinen
Esko Koskinen
Patricia & John Koskinen
Gertrude Kujala
Nancy & John Laine
Edward Laisi
Lematta Foundation
Pertti Lindfors
Earle I. Mack Foundation
Pirkko Tiilikainen
& Juha O. M&kipaa
Fern Malila
Catherine Mannick
Marten Mickos
Satu & Jussi Mikkola
Elsa Miller Foundation
Czeslawa & Ossi Narhi
Nokia Corporate Headquarters
Timothy Nurvala
Paloheimo Foundation
Leonora C. Paloheimo
Anne-Mari & Frederick Paster
Karin & Ossi Rahkonen
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Sharon & Carl Rahkonen
Elma Randall
Christine & Jon Saari
Jean E. Sainio-Nolan Trust
Marjatta & Bert Salonen
Nancy Sanderson
Pirjo & Dirk Schulbach
Jeannette & David Sharpe
Margaret Sloan & Peter Pike
Anita Hakkila Smiley

& Jack Smiley
Marion & George Sundquist
Suomi-Seura, Finland Society
Eero Tetri
Paivi & Brent Tetri
Andrejs Udris
U.F.B. & S. of San Francisco
Regina Valley
Hanna & David Wagner
Marilyn Ware
Armi Kuusela Williams

& Albert Williams
Albert Wulff

$5,000-$9,999
Janet & Richard Ahola
Helen & William Alberth
American Scandinavian
Society of New York
Kristina Antoniades
Phil Blackstone
Sirpa Ristimaki-Brock
& John Brock
Terry S. Coleman
Charitable Fund
Helen Toivola Fedalen
& Charles Fedalen
Finlandia Music & Art Festival
Finn Spark
Finnish-American Literary
Heritage Foundation
Susan & Paul Halme
Olavi Hiukka
Frederic P. Jaakkola
Jon Jurva & Yvonne Ylitalo
Jeanne Kemppainen
Janet Arvonen Kniffin
Rita Vermala Koski & Al Koski
Mervi Hjelmroos-Koski
& John Koski
Ardys & Dan Maki
Arja & Peter Makila
Neil Manley
Anja & Ray Miller

James Morino
John Nikander & Susan Vines
Betsey & Alan Norgard
Ellette Nyman
Mary Ojajérvi & Douglas Bouck
Order of Runeberg Lodge 205
Nestor Perala
Marjut & Teuvo Pulkkinen
Catherine Ristola Bass
Duane & Cheryl Rogers

Raili & Miranda
Timo Saha & Ritva Keski-Kuha
Sundquist Associates
Evelyn G. Tiekking
Kicka & Michel Wendell
June Wepsala

$2,000-$4,999
Lauri & Ann Ahlman
William A. Aho
Madeline Bahr &
Dennis Anderson
Soile Anderson
Anonymous
Elaine & Michael Anuta
Staci Avison
Sandra & Theodore Benttinen
Heikki Bergman
Joyce Besser
John Borland
Katrina & Steven Bousquet
Elana Brink
Marilyn & Kenneth Clark
Louis & Irmeli Corsi
Hilja Davis
Elissa Della Rocca
Jeanne Doty
Jenny M. Duke TTEE
David Edwards
Lisbeth & George Elliott
Margaret Fibel
Finlandia Club
of Sacramento Valley
Finlandia Foundation
Columbia-Pacific
Finlandia Foundation
New York Metropolitan
Finlandia Foundation Seattle
Thomas Flanagan
Nancy Granovsky
Greater Worcester Community
Foundation
Jeraldine Gros

Lori Hanninen
& Jeffrey Wheaton
Jacqueline Harjula
Sandra L. Hautanen
Cole Hawkins
House of Finland San Diego
Charlotte & Seppo Jalonen
Anne & Pentti Kanerva
Stina & Herant Katchadourian
Helen Kaurala
Alvar Kauti
Carole Kitti
Carol & Paul Knuti
Karen Koon
Leena Marjatta Krasno
Risto Laaksonen
Maria Laine
Melissa Jane Lewis
Los Angeles
Finlandia Foundation
John Makinen
Eva & Heikki Mannisto
Marussia Beverages USA, Inc.
Minnesota Finnish-American
Historical Society
Minnesota Trade Office
Armi Koskinen Nelson
William M. Newbury
John Niska
Terri Muscato Normark
George Paloheimo
Julia Catarina Paster
David Pistenmaa
Richard Ploe-Kaijala
Pamela & Urho Rahkola
Anita L. Raistakka
Susan & Robert Ranta
Rapala
Colonel George Rasula
Leena Mela Riker
Lloyd E. Ruona
Daniel Sarya
Svenska Folkskolan Vanner
Eeva & Henri Syvanen
Eero Teerikorpi
Brent Thompson
Christine Kalke
& Rolf Thoresen
Allan & Linda Tuomaala
Kath Usitalo & Tom Kozak
Vainio Fund
Susan Walima-Hodges
Robert & Sally Wiles
Mary Wurzer

$1,000-%$1,999
Helena Halmari Adams
William Aho/Janet Burns/
Paul Aho
American Scandinavian
Association
Ted & Andrea Anderson
Anonymous
Kari Autio
Aino & Ivan Bakos
Jonathan Brule
Seija Cohen
Norah & Lars Colliander
Kaisa Inka Dolan
Edith Eash
Wayne Ebeling
Anni Efthimiou
& Victor J. Saylor
Beverly Ellis
Carola Eriksson-Durst
Esko Historical Society
Seija Farber
Donald
& Margaret Ann Fidler
Finlandia Sauna
FinnFest USA 2007
Finnish American Society
of the Delaware Valley
Finnish Genealogy Group
of MN
Finnish American Folk
Festival - Naselle
Finnish American Heritage
Society of the Midwest
Finnish American Heritage
Society of Canterbury
Finnish Heritage House
Finnish Heritage Society -
Sovittaja
Finnish Lutheran Church
of Seattle
Finnish War Veterans
in America, Inc.
Finnware
Patti Folsom
Phyllis Allison Fredendall
Georgia Federation
Patricia Kangas Gerhardt
Riitta Hoviniemi Gluskin
& Alan Gluskin
T. Michael Goodrich
Kathrine J. Haapanen
Joyce Hakala
Sirpa Hakkinen
& G. Leonard Johnson
Seija Halva
Hanka Homestead
Finnish Museum
Joyce & Lloyd Hannula
Ellen Harju

Betty L. Hart

Louise Hartung

Sonja Haugen

Jeanine & Walter Heikkila
Oscar Heikkinen

Esther Hillila Nelson

Leland Hoch

Steven E. Holli

Marlissa Holmberg Westerfield
Harley S. Huhta

Robert Huhta

Helvi Impola

Birgitta & Taisto Kaanto

Ruth Kaarlela

Kalevaiset Civic

Ilkka Kalliomaa

Mae & Will Kaven

Anne-Marie Kavulla

Donna & John Kennard

Leroy Keranen

Linda Kiuru

Elaine Klatt

Martha Koljonen

Vendla Koljonen Weber
Christine Koskimaki Attalai
Richard Kotila

Michael W. & Carole A. Krutsch
James & Debbie Kurtti

Walter & Sylvia Kyllonen
Ladies of Kaleva K.N. Vellamon

Tupa No. 4
Thomas Laine
Donald Leethem
Lois Lescelius
Esther Linden
Lois & Richard Lindgren
Andrew A. Luhtanen
Marilyn & Rod Madden
Diane & Frank Maenpa
Irma Margareta Martin
Martin Family Foundation
Linda & Henry Marttala
Dorothy S. &

Robert F. Matthias
Lorraine & Russell Mattson
Ron & Ann Mattson
David & Marja Meharry
Mary Miller
Deb & Gabriel Monroe
Satu Muja
Lois Laakso Munch
Barbara & James Murphy
Ivy E. Nevala
Betty & Gunnar Niemi
Leslie E. Niemi
Nike
Kirsti Frenzen Noring
Hillevi A. Null
Marja Oksajarvi Snyder
Annette & Richard Oppedahl

Zach Pember

Arlene Elizabeth Penner
Kirsti Phillips

Jennifer Pihlaja

Gail Puntanen Rhodes
Ove & Barbara Rasmussen
Aino Rouvari

Odd Ryden

Don Ryoti

Eva Saari

Laura Salminen

San Francisco Bay

Area Chapter
Joyce & Karl Sandelin
Estate of Alyce Santa
Aase M. & Borje O. Saxberg
Scandinavian American

Cultural & Historical

Foundation
Howard Rockstad

& Ava Schleder
Edward Sikora
Sirkku & Royal Skousen
Doris & Dale Snow
Milton D. Soderberg
Dale & Elizabeth Sola
Nancy & Diane Sprague
Cheryl Vikar Steele
Harlan & Marlene Stoehr
Joseph Strohl
Petra Inkeri Tabry
Leslie Tervo
Johanna Thormod
Berndt Toivonen
Maija & Timo Toukolehto
Susanna E.

& John C. Trittschuh
Catherine & Paul Tulikangas
Barbara A. Twombly
Unilever United States

Foundation
Leo Utter
Merja Vainio
B/Leena Varjavand
Vasa Order of America
Jo Ann Viinikainen
Hilary-Joy Virtanen
Maarit & Jonathan Visbal
Volvo Group of North America
Susan & Kurt Waananen
Eva Wahlroos
Gary Waissi
K. Marianne Wargelin-Brown
Frederick Webel
Aira & Peter Williams
Linnea Wilson
Melissa M. Wilton
John & Judy Yesso

Gifts from
October 2023 -
April 2024

MAJOR GIFTS
American Finnish Club, Inc.
John A. Helin

In Memory of My Parents

Armas & Lillian Helin
Virpi Helena Kairinen Trust
The Lematta Foundation
Paloheimo Foundation

$2,000-$5,000

Staci Avison

Finlandia Foundation
National Capital

Leena Marjatta Krasno
In Memory of Ann Will

Catherine Mannick

Marten Mickos

John Niska

Vainio Fund

Hanna & David Wagner

Michel & Kicka Wendell

Robert & Sally Wiles

$1,000-%$1,999
William A. Aho
David Edwards

In Memory of

Inger P. Edwards
Thomas Flanagan
Sirpa Hakkinen

& G. Leonard Johnson
Sandra L. Hautanen

In Memory of

Shirley R. Hautanne
Esther Hillila Nelson
Christine Koskimaki-Attalai

In Memory of George

& Eva Koskimaki
John & Patricia Koskinen
Thomas Laine

In Honor of Erick Laine
Lois Lescelius

In Memory of

Raymond Lescelius
Juha Makipaa

& Pirkko Tiilikainen
Martin Family Foundation
Linda & Henry Marttala
David Pistenmaa
Leena Mela Riker
Don Ryoti
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$500-$999
William D. Aho
Outi Keravuori Bonanni
Pirkko Borland
Anita Hakkila Smiley
Jason Earl Harju
Alisa Harris
Rita Koski
In Memory of Alvar Koski
Brenda Koskinen
Lois Laakso Munch
Maria Laine
Esther Linden
Eva & Heikki Mannisto
In Memory of
Heikki Mannisto
David & Marja Meharry
Amy Moyer
Alan & Betsey Norgard
Anya Peck
Vesa Pylkkanen
& Laura Barrientos
Robert & Susan Ranta
In Honor of Hedvig &
Alexander Saari; In Memory
of Andrea Ranta Harling
Robert & Kirsi St. Marie
Robert F. Wall
In Memory of Weldon
& Eva Jurva

$200-$499
Anonymous
Robert Harold Arnio

In Memory of Arnold

& Hazel Arnio
Arnie & Brigitte Arnio

In Memory of Arnie M. Arnio
Kristine Ecola

In Memory of

Arthur Eliel Ecola
Phillip Faucher

In Memory of Brian Heikkila
Finnish American

Women'’s Auxiliary
Kirk Gastinger
Robert & Lindy Hanninen

In Honor of Raivaaja
Mary Hanson
Carolyn & Frank Heino
Roy Helander
Roy & Shirley Hivala
Judy Ann Kaske-Cirigliano
Dick & Harriet Korpela
Carolyn Kuechle
Sara Kukkonen

In Honor of

Carl & Shirley Kukkonen
Tuulikki Leino
Jim & Virpi Loomis
Michael Loukinen
Thomas Mattson
Sarah N. McDougal
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James Mercier
Minnesota Finnish American
Historical Society
Milton Moody
In Memory of Seija Sainio
Al Mytty
In Memory of Martii Mytty
Betty & Gunnar Niemi
Judy Ogden
Reino & Liisa Ojala
In Honor of Betsey Norgard
Olli Dawn Patrikainen
Arlene Elizabeth Penner
Jaana Rehnstrom-Blane
Lauri Virkkunen
Dennis Werling Honoring
Rev. Olaf Rankinen
Joanne Wuori

$100-$199
Olli & Anita Alanko
Sandra Anderson
& Reeve Williams
In Memory of David A. Waris
Anonymous
Joyce Antila Phipps
In Honor of
Heimo Ilmari Antila
Elsie Barnaby
Richard Bjorum
Mark & Valerie Blessley
Marjorie & Donald Blevins
Kerttu Cantin
Henna & Nick Capone
Douglas Chatfield & Kea Rehn
Leila Collier
Robert Coombs
Sarah Cummings
& Scott Thurston
Robert E. Doern
Jane Ely
Esko Historical Society
Donald & Margaret Ann Fidler
Finlandia Foundation
Columbia-Pacific
Dale & Connie Groop
Edmond Haapaniemi
Ritva Hackel
Thomas J. Hakala Honoring
John Reyholt Hakala
Sonja Haugen
Yvonne K. Hayes
Jennie Hays
Nicole Hecht
Lisa & Richard Hensey
In Memory of Dr. Arne &
Dr. Mary Blomquist
Teri & Anthony Hjelmstad
Marlene Houle
In Memory of My Four
Finnish Grandparents
Irene’s Favorite Things
Patricia Kangas Ktistes
Erwin Kann

Arlene Keehn
In Memory of John
& Maria Hedin
David Michael Keranen
In Memory of Lauri &
Sophie (Halonen) Keranen
Ari Kiirikki
Steve & Nona Koivula
Steven K. Kojo
Pirjo Komonen Campitelli
In Memory of Matti
& Raili Komonen
James Koski
Candace Kovacic-Fleischer
& Walter Fleischer Honoring
Ivar & Edla Saari
Karen & Richard Lang
Bruce Lehtinen
George & Charlotte Leinonen
Liz & Neil Londo
Judith Lovely
Helen Luukinen Findley
In Memory of
Albert Lauri Luukinen
Annikki Marttila
Wayne Matta
Cynthia Mitchell
Mirja Muncy
Marvin & Mary Nevala
Inger Nilsson
In Honor of My Mother Sisko
Ben Erik Nordman
Kristin Ojaniemi
Eric, Andrea & Charles
Peltosalo
In Memory of
Arthur Peltosalo
Raymond Radke
Raivaaja Foundation, Inc.
Michael Reinholm
Carl Rissanen
Jean Saja
In Memory of Edwin, Felix
& Mandi Tani
Chris Saksa
Barbara Sardarov
In Memory of Helen Sardarov
Pirkko Satola-Weeres
& Chris Weeres
Phyllis L. Smith
Doris & Dale Snow
Eira M. Stevens
Brent Thompson
Robert Veikk Thompson
In Memory of Shirley
& Pamela Sue Tadei
Arja & Turto Turtiainen
Gerald & Kathleen Vargo
K. Marianne Wargelin-Brown
Minna & Aaron Waters
Joan Wennstrom Bennett
In Memory of Kerttu
Johnson Wennstrom

James William Wilson
In Memory of
John Holmstron

Kaija Wilson

Eleanor M. Zimmerman
Honoring Maria
& Anja Mykkanen

Gifts to $99
Zac Abramson
Andrea Ahonen Rezabek
Dan M. Ala
Esko & Peggy Ala-Nisula
Silja Allen
Julie Anderson Miller
Anonymous
Anonymous In Memory
of Gary Heckman
Shelly Asiala
Margaret & Vernon Axford
William Bakka
Sara Belcher
Trish Berger
Marjori Bottila
In Memory of Delbert Bottila
William A. Brandner
In Memory of
Rev. Karli J. Keljo
Susan Marie Brock Honoring
Herman & Sanna Tyni
James Butler
Carol Kempainen Carli
Lawrence Chasin
Gay Clodgo
Barbara Cox
Petri Darby
Frank Dawson
David December
Linda & Lawrence Dexter
Jonathan Andrew Epstein
Tiina Fallini
Ulla Witting Farmer
Larry Ferenbaugh
In Memory of
Maria Ara Ferenbaugh
Karen Fernelius Coe
Finnish Language School
of North Texas
The Frugal Corgi
Bradley Gee
In Memory of Ellen
& Alfred Gee
Matthew Ginal
Glenn M. Goffin
In Memory of Paula
(Virta) Goffin
Seija Goldstein
James Graham
In Memory of Alice Patana
Victoria Gregory
Eric Haack
Paul Halme
Luann & Stephen Hanser
Christine Hills Honoring
Israel Hagel Family

Marie & David Hongisto
Karen & Christopher Horton
Elizabeth Hunter
Louise Hyyppa
Alice lerley
Glenn lerley
Greg & Kelly Jacob
Elaine Jegi
Marketta & Dan Jenkins
Ulla Kallio
Carol Kangas
Robert Karinen
Sarah Karjala-Lanford

In Honor of Robert Karjala
Justin Kendall
Rachel Keranen
Sara Lahti
Linda Laitine

& Reinhard Schumacher
Satu LaMarca
Jennifer Lange
Robb Laurila
Laurie Leinonen Balog
Erik Lindstrom
Jack Louko

Barbara Main
Karen Melissa Marcus
In Memory of Arlen Sahlman
Peter Marin
William F. Marszalek
Michael Matheron
Marjatta McGourin
Harry G. Mcintosh
Maria Miller
Amanda Nations
Wayne Nelson
William F. Newman
NJ Reporters & Interpreters,
LLC, Mia Villon
Sirpa Nousiainen
Kassandra Novell
Barth & Aune Olson
PANGAEA
Jan Pappila
Amy Peltin
Jeff Peltola & Karin Quick
Michael Pennington
Sandra Perko &
James Sheehan
Liisa Peterson

Glenn Phillips
In Memory of
Heimo O. Klemola
Paul Pulkki
Jack Henry Raisanen
Ove & Barbara Rasmussen
Jonathan Rova
Paavo Rova
Joshua Saaranen
Nancy Salminen
Chet Cory & Sirpa Salminen
Ava Schleder
Susan Schmieman
In Honor of My Sister
Shawn (Aho) Austin
Timothy Seid
Paula K. Setterlund-Blair
Joanne M. Sher
Mark Shevy
Judith W Solsken
Dorothy. Somers
In Memory of
William M. Aaltonen
Tanya Stanaway

Jack (John) Steinmann
Janice L. Stevens
Gary Summers
In Memory of Lila Maki
Rebecca Teresia
Minna Urrey
Kath Usitalo & Tom Kozak
In Memory of
Robert & Elsie Usitalo
Ronald Vaisvila
In Memory of Fay Vaisvila
Heather R. Valli
In Memory of Henry V. Valli
Heikki Veharanta
Avani Visone
Michelle Lynn Wallis Nixon
Tom Watrous
Dennis Whittle
Audrey Wiita
Catherine Wikstrom
Lynne Williamson
Santtu Winter
John & Judy Yesso
C. Patrick Zilliacus

Honor Loved Ones with a Special Finlandia Foundation Tribute

The names of Finlandia Foundation members and friends below are followed by those they have remembered with a

Centennial Honor Gift to FFN.

Add the story and photos of your loved ones to the Finlandia Family Tree. For more information or to make an honor
gift, please visit FinlandiaFoundation.org.

GIFT OF $500+
Paul & Susan Halme
Omar & Saima Halme
Loretta (Posio) Lindell &
Carolyn (Posio) Wills
Posio/Ranta Families
Pertti Lindfors
Consul Jarl Lindfors
Karl Ernest Pierson
Helmi Wirtanen Pierson
David & Jeannette Sharpe
Ruth Viola Hyry Sharpe
Anita Smiley
Jack & Ida (Lillquist)
Hakkila

GIFT OF $250

Michael & Elaine Anuta
Helmi Costenso-Taipale

Michael & Elaine Anuta
Taimi Elsa Mikkonen

Anna Leena Christensen
Alma (Luoma) &
Matti Laukkonen

Kirsti Frenzen Noring
Donald Frenzen

Hillevi Null
Nikolai & Amalia Domars

James R. Riehle
Allie Kaartinen

Pirjo Kujansuu Schulbach
Oili Elisabet Kujansuu
Peterson

Kath Usitalo & Tom Kozak
Robert & Elsie Usitalo,
Ellen & Reino Lahti,
Isaac & Anna Usitalo

Marlissa Westerfield
Finnish Grandparents &
Father

GIFT OF $100

Mark Andstrom
Karen Andstrom LaBonte,
Elizabeth Herbert
Andstrom

Roger & Karen Ashenfelter
Juho K. Sievila

Marie Balander
Leo & Lois Balander

Jeffrey & Louise Clarke
Helmi Tarkiainen Lehto

David Erkkila
Irene Lahti Erkkila
David Erkkila
Reino J. Erkkila
Lindsay Gwyther
Eva Hirvi
Kristie Hanson
Gertrude Ethel Maki
Hanson
Louise Hartung
Katri Maria Hill
Andrew & Debra Hepokoski
Hulda Hepokoski
Joan Hollander
Hilma Hollander
Richard Kotila
Ruth Kotila
Ariel & Anita Larson
W.W. Toppila
Charles & Judith Larson
Charles Wilfred & Lillie
Larson
Allan Lepp
Gertrude Lepp

Tuulikki Loring
Nelly Taylor
Betsey Norgard
Doris Ann-Mari
Gronlund Robbins
Marjaliisa Rajala
Jack Rajala
Betty Ridan
John A. Ridan
Albert Riippi
N. Jean Riippi
David & Sandra Scheel
Laina Kehus Lampi
Susan & Ray Sutherland
Edith & Erwin Savala
Ruthann Swanson
Jack W. & Hilma S.
(Riippi) Rintala
Ruth Ann Swanson
Matti (Hautala) Hill &
Aino Elizabeth (Rako) Hill
Eva Wahlroos
Sven Wahlroos
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Finlandia Foundation National, Inc. Chapters
and Year of affiliation with FFN and chapter leaders

Find more information about the chapters, including websites and Facebook pages, at FinlandiaFoundation.org

ALASKA

Anchorage Suomi Finland Club
2015

Pinja Larme

ARIZONA

The Finnish-American Club
of Tucson

2007

Tommi Koskinen

Finns and Friends of Phoenix
2010
Kati Huhtala

CALIFORNIA
Finlandia Foundation Berkeley
2016

Finlandia Foundation San
Francisco Bay Area Chapter
1956

Hanna Tikkanen-Merk

Finnish-American Home
Association Sonoma 2005
Salla Vaerma-Jadlos

The House of Finland-
San Diego 2015
Timo Luostarinen

Los Angeles Finlandia
Foundation 1974
Jeff Neff

COLORADO
Finlandia Foundation of
Colorado Denver 1993
Kirsi St. Marie

CONNECTICUT
Finnish-American Heritage
Society Canterbury 201
Steven Bousquet

DELAWARE

Delaware Valley Finnish-
Americans Newark 2017
Roy Palo

New Sweden Alliance
Yorklyn 2017
Affiliated Member
Sheila Romine

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Finlandia Foundation National
Capital 1959
George Elliott

Finlandia Foundation National

FLORIDA

Finlandia Foundation Florida
Lantana 1954

Reija Kilpinen

FinnsConnect South Florida
Miami-Dade-Broward Counties
2017

Paivi Kaufman

GEORGIA

Atlanta Finland Society, Inc.
1975

Verna Bush

ILLINOIS

Finnish-American Society of the
Midwest Chicago area 1997
Dan Maki

MAINE

Finnish-American Heritage
Society of Maine West Paris
2012

Karen Bennett

Finnish Farmers Club Monson
2012
Inez Goodine

Finnish Heritage House
South Thomaston 2007
Jacqueline Harjula

MARYLAND

Finlandia Foundation Baltimore
Area 1974

Ruut DeMeo

MASSACHUSETTS
Cape Ann Finns 2017
Rob Ranta

Finlandia Foundation Boston, Inc.

1955
Henne Capone

Finnish-American Society
of Cape Cod 2012
Stephen Trimble

The Finnish Center at
Saima Park, Inc. Fitchburg 2005
Linda Byrne

The Finnish Heritage Society -
Sovittaja Rutland 2006
Barry Heiniluoma

MICHIGAN

Finlandia Foundation of
Michigan Royal Oak/Detroit area
2012

Frank Gottberg

Finlandia Foundation National,
Lake Superior Marquette
2006

Ron J. Hill

Finnish-American Society of
West Central Michigan
Coopersville 2007

Finnish Center Association
Farmington Hills/Detroit area
2004

Christine Manninen

Roger Wanttaja

Finnish Theme Committee of
Hancock - Finlandia Foundation
Copper Country 2006

James Kurtti

MINNESOTA

Finlandia Foundation Northland
Duluth 2010

Mary Lukkarila

Finlandia Foundation Twin Cities
/FinnSource 1994
Betsey Norgard

Finnish-Americans and Friends-
Hibbing

1998

Marcella Schwecke

Kaleva Building Corporation
Virginia 2017
Art Maki

Red River Finns Moorhead
20M
Ellen Liddle

MONTANA

Finlandia Foundation Montana
Missoula 2017

Jenni Rohrbach

Finn Club of Helena 2007
Marjorie Peura Reilly

Finnish Family of Kaleva Roberts
201

Carrie Holst

Claudia Morley

NEW YORK

Finger Lakes Finns Spencer
2006

Michael Ludgate

Finlandia Foundation New York
Metropolitan 1954
Eero Kilpi

NORTH CAROLINA
Triangle Finnish Association
Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill
2023

Tom Dunder

OHIO

Finnish-American Heritage
Association of Ashtabula County
2003

Linda Sippola Riddell

OUR MAILING ADDRESS

254 N. Lake Ave. #852

Finnish Heritage Museum
Fairport Harbor 2015
David Leifer

OREGON

Finlandia Foundation Columbia-
Pacific Portland 2001
HeliHatanpaa-Wetzel

Finlandia Foundation National
Astoria 2022
Karen Van Cleave

PENNSYLVANIA

Finlandia Foundation Pittsburgh
1990

Karen Fix

Finnish-American Society of the
Delaware Valley Philadelphia
2006

Marja Kaisla

SOUTH DAKOTA

Sons and Daughters of Suomi
Deadwood 2015

Larry Rantapaa

TEXAS

Dallas/Fort Worth
Finnish-American Society 1991
Jeremy Martin

Finnish Language School
of North Texas Dallas 2018
Leila Jaamuru

UTAH

Finlandia Foundation Utah
Provo 2016

Tiina Watts

VIRGINIA

Finlandia Foundation Tidewater
Virginia 1979

Randy Wanttaja

WASHINGTON
Finlandia Foundation Inland
Northwest Spokane 1970
Tuula Ezzell

Finlandia Foundation Seattle
1968

Mikko Méannisto

Finlandia Foundation Suomi
Bellingham 2010

Hanna Winter
Finnish-American Folk Festival
Naselle 201

Jennifer Ullakko Boggs
Swedish-Finn Historical

Society Seattle 1991
Bill Carlson

Pasadena, CA 91101



