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By Tim Nurvala, FFN Trustee

THIS IS THE ADVIGE ELSA
BRULE GIVES YOUNG PEOPLE
MAKING THEIR WAY IN THE
WORLD TODAY. IT'S ADVIGE
SHE HAS TAKEN TO HEART
THROUGHOUT HER BUSY AND
IMPACTFUL LIFE.

In December oflast year, Elsa
demonstrated this by makinga
big gift of $25,000to Finlandia
Foundation National. A second
generous gift of $200,000 will help
forge anew partnership with the
Sibelius Academy in HelsinKi.
This will enable Finlandia
Foundation to offerincreased
opportunities to students and
encourage cultural ties
between the Academy and

the United States.

Her interestin this
effortgrewfroma
recent projectthrough

the Sibelius Academy

Global Music
program thatlinked
Samimusicians of

Finland with the

Native American students at St.
Joseph's Mission Schoolin New
Mexico. The struggle to maintain
theirlanguage and music is similar
inboth cultures. The exchange was a
celebration of sharedjoyincreating
music. The vastdifferencein climate
from Lapland to the Southwest
added to the appreciation of whatis
mutually valuedin both societies.

A quote by Hans Christian Andersen,
“Where words fail, music speaks,”
underscores theimportance of such
exchanges. From thatexperience,
Elsawas enthusiastic abouthelping
similar projects, such as facilitating
the Finlandia Foundation's
partnership with the Sibelius
Academy to expand the opportunities.

She credits her positive outlook and
her boundless energytoher Finnish
heritage. Elsagrewupin Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula, where Finnish
cultureis partofeverydaylife. Her
mother and grandmother were both
borninthe United States but their
Finnishheritage carriedits way
forward through their outlook as
wellasinthe marvelous artof baking
pulla. Elsahas mastered baking the
cardamom breadlaterinlife, and
likes nothing better than sharing it
with others.

Her grandfather was a strong
influenceinher childhood. He
emigrated from eastern Finland to the
United States when he was 18 years
old to avoid being drafted into the
Czar's army, and made his way to the
coppermines of the Upper Peninsula.
He eventually owned a “biergarten” in
Hancock, Michigan.

“"He had alotof common sense.

He would give us, his three
granddaughters, adollar bill every
time he visited and advise, '‘Now, put
thatinthe bank.' Todescribea
Finninone word, I'duse practical!”
says Elsa.

But,itwas as ateenager thatshe
remembers seeing a quote from
famed humanitarian, Dr. Albert
Schweitzer, thathelpedinfluence her
love of philanthropy and makinga
differenceinthelives of others. His
message was, " donotknow what
your destiny will be, but thisIdo
know. Youwill always find happiness
ifyouseek andfind how toserve.”
Thatideahas helped fuel much

oftheimpactthat
Elsahas made for so

“Thereisnothing better
thanmaking a gift

and watchingit grow,”
she says. Much ofher
philanthropic focus
hasbeenonliteracy,in
building andrestoring
schoollibraries, here
inthe U.S. and abroad.
Arecentprojectwas
the creation of one of
the first community
librariesin Cambodia,
housedinaformer
Buddhist pagoda.

“Everyone couldlearn
fromwhatthe Finns
have doneinthese
areas,” says Elsa. “The
Finnish education
systemis among the
bestin the world.
Thenew OodiLibraryin Helsinkiis
an extraordinary modelfor
howsignificantalibrarycanbe
for acommunity.”

Making a big differenceis something
Elsahas done throughoutherlife.
OnatriptoRwanda, she and Erika
Sauer (the spouse of the former
Finnish Ambassador to the United
Nations)learned of ahospital that
desperatelyneeded a playroom for
its hospitalized children. Seeing
theneed and the bigimpactit could
have on theirlives, the two women
wenttowork creating anamazing
playroominjustone day (above).
It's the positive “can-do” spirit that
has characterized Elsa’s outlook
throughouther life.

Tothe Finlandia Foundation she
says, "I'm glad you're here!” Elsais
quick to pointoutthatsheisaproud
American, butthat “we need to take
the opportunity to be ambassadors
for the wonderful country of Finland,
our mother country, whichis doing
somany greatthings. The Finnish
appreciation of education, culture,
reading andliterature, as wellas
music, has played such animportant
partintheir success.” She celebrates
Finland for being soinnovativein
such a competitive world.

The truerealization of her own
Finnish connection wasn’t complete

many others. Ac

3 UNIARTS H

BEL\'S
ADEMY

until she made amoving and
transformative trip to Finland over
20years ago,tomeether mother’'s
family for the first time. Elsawas
amazed by how familiaritwas: the
warm welcoming spirit, the humor,
the stalwartand positive attitude, the
food---even though she'd never been
there before. Now, she goes to Finland
as oftenas shecan.Onalighter

note, Elsa alsoloves todrawand

has developed aseries of delightful
renderings of tonttu, Finnish elves!

She identifies having Finnish
character asherstrengthto gether
through any challenges she faces.
Itisareminder thatwe are partof
something bigger than ourselves,
with aheritage honed onresilience,
hard work and dedication to doing
whatisright. Her grandson wisely
reminded her one day, “What good is
sisu,ifyoudon’tuseit?”

Whetheritis hospitalsin Rwanda,
librariesin Cambodia, schoolsin New
York City or musical partnerships
with the Sibelius Academy, Elsais
making abigimpact.

Whatdoes the future hold for Elsa
Brule? Sheisnotready tomake any
public announcements yet, but sheis
working on anew endeavor that will
have ameaningful andlasting effect
onmany people’slives. Restassured,
sheistakingher ownadvice and
“DREAMING BIG!”
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